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MY LIFE JOURNEY AFTER TAIWAN

By Pastor Jane Yang
Translated by Stanley Kwan

UNTAMED FLOCK OF SHEEP

In the middle of 1984, a missionary, Pastor Liu visited us
for a short period of time. He was a senior pastor from the US
church which was well known for its missionary work. The
church had been dispatching their best missionary workers to
every corner of the world. Pastor Liu was well received in our
church, especially among the youth. His presence led a wave of
enthusiasm in the Bible Study. Young people no longer talked
about the prevailing topics of US travel and immigration. Their
discussions became biblical.

When Pastor Liu was leaving, he agreed to return to lead
us in the summer camp the following year. | felt that his
intention was to observe and ascertain if our church would be
his missionary destination for the coming months.
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At the end of 1984, Pastor Xu, uncle of the Deacon
committee chair, brother Yao, came to visit us with his whole

family.

Months later, at the beginning of 1985, Pastor Liu
returned. He was accompanied with an Elder, joining us for the
summer camp. Again their stay was short. Before Pastor Liu’s
departure, a meeting with all our church servicing teams was
held. | was present in that meeting. After decades, | still recall
well the three points Pastor Liu made .

Firstly, Pastor Liu had made a decision that he would not
come to serve in our church. He did not provide any
explanation and no one questioned.

Secondly, he stressed that under no circumstances should
a Pastor in our church be dismissed. Unless, the Pastor was
preaching extremist ideology; committing adultery; and
inappropriately spending of the church fund. Pastor Liu
reminded us that the result of the dismissal of any Pastor
would be severe, for both the individuals who brought forward
the motion, as well as the church itself. My immediate
response was collusion: Pastors protecting Pastors.

Thirdly, Pastor Liu permitted me to leave the post of
youth consultant. This was his first exception. He had never
granted this type of permission before. Pastor Liu saw a serious
communication problem between the youth and me. | was
assigned to the post after the ten year service of the Deacon
committee chair couple, brother and sister Yao. Prior to this
assignment, | did not have the opportunity to learn to service
this group of young brothers and sisters. A working
relationship was never established with them. Since | took over
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the position, whenever there was a problem or a question, |
had not been the one consulted, it was always sister Yao.
Therefore, for me, being on the post of youth consultant was
merely holding a title with no real function.

After | took on the post, there were a few incidents that
might have caused our misunderstandings between us. One in
particular was: among the youth, there was a pair of siblings,
brother and sister Lin, whose older sister was hospitalized for
leukemia. The Lin’s siblings prayed for God’s healing; the older
sister promised in return she would attend the church. It was
God’s grace for her recovery, but she had never set foot into
the church. After a while, this older sister was admitted into
the hospital because of the relapse. At the end of that year,
the church had its annual clean up. As usual, | participated in
the event. Accidentally, | came across sister Lin while she was
having a conversation with someone. She suggested that her
older sister’s relapse might be a punishment from God. It was
about the promise Lin’s sister made to Lord but failed to keep.
| was being meddlesome and spoke out of turn: “ probably “, |
said. Then | gave them my testimony on how Lord punished me
and my family ( as mentioned in the no. 5 publication). The
youth reacted angrily. They thought that | was cursing sister
Lin’s older sibling and so reflected their resentment toward me
in the church prayer session. Needless to say, their anger was
reported to Pastor Liu when he arrived for the summer camp.
In order to prevent further deterioration of the relationship for
both sides, Pastor Liu accepted my resignation from the post. |
was relieved. In the end, the sibling never had the opportunity
to repent.

From this, we have learned that we shall never swear
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casually. As stated by our lord Jesus in Mathew, 5 : 33 - 36
“ Again, you have learned that it was said to the people long
ago, ‘ Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have
made to the Lord’. But | tell you. Do not swear at all; either by
heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his
footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King.
And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even on
hair white or black. Simply let your ‘ Yes “ be ‘ Yes , and your
“No ‘, “No ‘, anything beyond this comes from the evil one. “

Pastor Liu became aware of our church insufficiency ie.
there was no leading pastor in the past thirteen years. We
were similar to a flock of untamed sheep, wandering around
and acted without guidance. Upon his departure, Pastor Liu
reminded and ascertained us to understand the point that no
pastor should be dismissed from our church. Whenever
problem arose, it would be more appropriate for us to pray for
God’s direction.

In 1985, our church decided to employ the service of
Pastor Xu who was a person of stern discipline. Pastor Xu’s
rigorous style, in some ways, reflected our incomprehensibility
of the Bible. He had also drawn lots of criticism from the
church members, especially the youth. A voice of his dismissal
came above. There were two incidents which | regarded as the
leading factors.

Firstly, it was Pastor Xu’s handling of the conjugal violence
of a family. Apparently, the husband felt he was offended and
had put forward a motion of the dismissal of our Pastor in the
Elder-Deacon committee meeting.

Secondly, it was about a pair of youth couple who locked
themselves up in the room and might have conducted
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inappropriate behaviour. They were sent to Pastor Xu for
disciplinary action. To take revenge, this youth couple
provoked the youth fellowship to oppose our Pastor.

| learned from a Deacon’s wife right after the church
prayer session that an emergency Deacon committee meeting
was called and would be held in that same evening. This
meeting was to determine if the church would relieve Pastor
Xu from his post. It was going to be held in the committee
chair’s house. In order to prevent this thing to happen, | went
straight to see the chair in his restaurant to express my
opinion . He was in a paradoxical situation; on one side it was
the whole congregation, while on the other side it was his
uncle. Eventually, it was the chair’s father who persuaded
Pastor Xu to resign. This had helped to avoid the continuing
feud in the church.

My father (a Deacon) was not notified because he was
seriously ill. We were grateful that he did not have to
participate in this evil plot. Later on in life, | learned that the
two families involved were in awkward predicament.

None of us can escape God’s judgement. We are
accountable for our deed (both good and bad). As stated in the
Book of Ecclesiastes 12:14: “ For God will bring every deed into
judgement, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or
evil ”.

More teachings related to the above happenings can be
learned in the book of Kings (Old Testament) as well as the
book of Mathew (New Testament). For examples, through
Samuel’s hand, God crowned David to be the Jewish King to
replace Saul. Despite the fact that David had the opportunity
to end Saul’s life, he did not. David understood the teaching
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that everything was in God’s hand. The moment of the end of
Saul’s life had not arrived. Perhaps God wanted to give Saul
some times to repent. Why should he had to take the matter in
his own hand?

Another example was: on the way to Damascus, Saul came
across Jesus. Lord asked Saul for the reason of persecuting Him.
Saul was being put in the misery because he did not
understand our Lord Jesus was behind all the Christian.
Persecuting Christian means persecuting Jesus.

Without any appropriate reason, we should never criticize our
fellow brothers and sisters; nor should we act in the name of
God.

/ For although they knew God, they \
neither glorified him as God nor gave :
thanks to him, but their thinking became |
futile and their foolish hearts were :
darkened. Although they claimed to be |
wise, they became fools and exchanged :
the glory of the immortal God for images |
made to look like mortal man and birds :
and animals and reptiles. :

\ Romans 1: 21-23 /
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“t will extend peace to her Like a river,
and the wealth of nations
like a flooding stream;
— You will nurse and be carried on her arm

~ and dandled on her knees.
(isaiah e6:12)





