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MY LIFE JOURNEY AFTER TAIWAN

By Pastor Jane Yang
Translated by Stanley Kwan

CAN DEATH GLORIFY LORD?

On 3" March 1985, father was sent to the hospital and
stayed there for over a month. It was because a tumour, the
size of a regular sausage appeared on the lower left hand side
of his abdomen. During the period of testing and examination
in the hospital, father told me if ever the result was positive
and the tumour was cancerous, he did not want an operation.
He saw it as unnecessary because his brother had cancer and
after going through a series of operations, chemotherapy and
radiotherapy, his life was prolonged for only eight more
months. But his suffering was tremendous. In the last seven
hours of his life, uncle was in such pain that it took four strong
men to subdue him.

Father’'s roommate was hospitalized because of an
abdominal infection. On 10™ April around midnight, he died.
Father believed that the patient’s death was due to the ill
treatment by the medical personnel. Otherwise, he could have
lived longer. Father was frightened and wanted to be released
from the hospital immediately on the next morning. | made the
request to the doctor. He misinterpreted it, thinking that it was
a good idea, as he thought father only wanted to rest at home
for a few days before coming back for the scheduled operation.
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He disclosed to me that the test result indicated that father
had colon cancer. The tumour was a malignant one. When the
doctor realized that our intent was not to come back, he
lectured me, saying that the decision was inhuman; but | told
him it was father’s decision. Finally, the doctor had me sign a
waiver form and father was released from the hospital.

| was stressful because | knew this news should not be
kept from father. Having discussed this with mother, we
decided to inform father of the situation he was in. We
believed that father’s experience with the Lord a few years
back could help him to build up great faith. God would always
listen to father’s prayer. Father responded to the news with
calmness. He was a pharmacist and had medical knowledge.
The biopsy certainly told him the degree of severity of his
sickness. | was relieved. From then on, our whole family and
the church prayed for father’s healing.

However, brother blamed father’s condition on us, saying
our being converted into Christianity caused the god and
goddess we previously worshipped to punish father. | saw this
as impossible because uncle was not a Christian but was once a
master of a Buddhist temple. He still suffered and died of
cancer at a young age, in his fifties. My argument was based on
neither experience nor any facts but on my faith in the Lord.

In July, father was losing weight rapidly. His tumour had
grown to the size of a palm. We sent him to another hospital
for examination. The result indicated that the cancerous cells
had spread to his lung. The doctor said father’s condition was
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inoperable. | told father he could not undergo the operation
because his body was too weak. He had to wait longer to gain
more weight. But father said that this was unreasonable. His
logic was that all cancer patients were underweight. To
become heavier meant there would never be an operation.
Father then suggested that he should go back to Taiwan.

| finally told him the truth, that his condition was too
serious to have an operation. His response was great sadness.
Father said to himself that he was a person without hope, that
his conversion to Christianity might have been a wrong
decision. | insisted that he had made a right choice of
becoming a follower of Jesus. | stressed that praying was a way
to communicate with God. He would listen. Despite my
appearance of being strong, deep down, | was extremely
worried. If father could not survive this illness, it would be a
pity for all of us.

One day, father told me that his passing was a way to
glorify God. He turned from being a man, afraid of dying into a
joyful individual. | was wondering what had changed him so
dramatically. Perhaps he had received a message from our
Lord. Who knew? Father asked for help in preparing the
clothing he would wear. He wanted a new suit and a set of
undergarments. In order not to have any mistakes, mother
consulted with me on how many pieces of clothing father must
wear. | had no knowledge of this, but only knew that the
perfect number in Christianity was seven. So mother prepared
seven pieces of clothing and placed them in the green closet.
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Often, friends of different religions came to visit. Father
would preach the gospel to them. Every time, the conversation
would take up to a few hours, but surprisingly he did not feel
any pain and fatigue. | could see God’s power through father’s
tireless effort of preaching. However, he needed painkillers as
soon as the visitors departed from him. This drew ridicule from
mother because she thought father’s appearance was hardly
convincing, yet his effort was not deterred.

In early January of 1986, father grew weaker and could
not leave his bed. Later on in that month, around the 26th,
father fell into deep slumbers for the next seven days. During
this period, he could still manage to have his meals on time
and to go to the bathroom on a regular basis. | felt this was
abnormal and so | informed the church to prepare father’s
memorial service. The church deacons then made more
frequent visits to him. For each visit, father was woken up and
he would greet his visitor, He would perform the same gesture
when the visitor departed. This was only a formality for him
because father had no knowledge of who those visitors were.

On the eighth day, father came out from his deep slumber.
He told me he had been away for five days. This made me to
remember the traditional Chinese general belief that once a
person was dead, his soul would have to pass through seven
gates, cross a bridge called “ No-avail Bridge “and then enter
the territory of Yama, king of hell. This bridge was distinctive
because once it was crossed, all memories of before the
person’s death would be erased. However, sometimes along
the path, guards could order the dead to go back to life for the
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reason of wrong timing. So the dead person would come back
alive. My father’s deep slumber situation fit this pattern. So |
was curious and asked him if he had met someone he knew or
he had seen anything familiar. His answer was nothing. Then
from that day on till his passing on the 28t February, he did
not say any unnecessary things. Whatever he said was related
to Biblical material.

He had become a hopeful, peaceful and joyful person
since his deep slumber. Father used to see our backyard as
beautiful as heaven. | interpreted this as his strong sentimental
attachment to this materialistic world. He was very emotional
of about leaving us and we were all deeply affected.

One day, he told me that he had seen many plump but
lovely children. | was wondering if God had given us an
enlightening guidance that my sister-in-law would one day give
birth a son. Father was a well educated but very traditional
person. He saw a boy as an extremely important child because
he was the one who carried on the family name. The fact was
that brother has three daughters but father had never shown
any sign of disappointment or dissatisfaction. It was
completely beyond my understanding if father had a sense of
incompleteness. Could it mean that those plump children were
not for my brother because he could not afford to raise so
many; or could it mean that those children were angels from
the Lord. What was the meaning of this?

Routinely, mother would feed father lunch before us. One
afternoon, because of our going to the market, brother and |
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had lunch earlier. Father realized this happened and he started
mumbling. A sign of dislike? So sister-in-law went into the
room and checked if father was alright. She came back with a
report that made no sense: father would not want to have
lunch with his ancestors. He repeated this statement twice but
provided no further explanation. | contemplated this as father
was the first person in the Yang family to convert to
Christianity. A Christian has eternal life and will one day be by
God’s side; while our ancestors did not and were in hell. These
two domains never overlapped. Souls from each side went
separate ways, never mind that they would still have meals
together. Father did not give us an explanation. It was similar
to Jesus when he gave parables to His apostles. Jesus said to
them, “ Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom
of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. “ ( Matthew
13:11 ) The Apostles could ask answers from our Lord Jesus,
while | could find answers from the Bible.

One evening, father told us that someone brought him to
the third floor of the house. There he saw a cage and inside
two monkey-like hairy beings were locked up. Also a little boy
was on the third floor. He was told by the guide that the hairy
beings were his parents and the boy was his son. | was shocked
and puzzled. Brother was still alive, father must be in a state of
confusion. In order to be certain that he was not, | questioned
father about what brother he was talking about. He solemnly
reminded me that | did have a brother who died of pneumonia
when he was only three months old. He was one and half years
behind me. At his birth, father chose brother’s given names by
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following the Yang family ancestry rule. Nonetheless, the
names did not bring this brother good health. When my
second brother was born, father disregarded the rule and
picked a Chinese character which had the meaning of good
health for his given names. His wish was to have a healthy
grown up son.

Father continued that the three were asking him if he
could show them the way to cross to his side. He wanted me to
find the path, but | replied by saying that this did not exist in
Christianity. Biblical teaching was that only people who
believed in God would have eternal life. However, others
would ask why. Paul stated in 1 - Corinthians 15:29 that,
“Now, if there is no resurrection, what will those do who are
baptised for the dead ? If the dead are not raised at all, why
are people baptised for them ? ”. | was wondering if “ the dead
“'meant the dead of the physical body or of the soul. Some
heresies preach that baptism can save the dead. While
Catholics believe that the dead must first go to hell, those alive
can pray after for their eternal life. This of course is not clearly
mentioned in the Bible, a book of enlightening guidance. To
comprehend God’s words, not only do we need to go through
endless hours of studying, but we must live in and experience
them. With regard to the dead family members’ request, | told
father that perhaps he could pray for God’s grace on this. He
was happy to give it a try then.

Days after, | followed this matter with father and he said
that he was always tired and had heard nothing from the All
Mighty Lord. It was apparent that there was no way for our
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ancestors to cross the line. According to father, they were in a
place of imprisonment. Our grandparents saw no freedom
there, perhaps there was hope on father’s side. | wanted to
understand if this assumption was probable. So | looked for
hints from the Bible. It was in Luke that something was related
to my search. As stated in Luke 16: 19 - 31: “ There was a rich
man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in
luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus,
covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich
man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his scores. The
time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to
Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. In
Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw
Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him,
“ Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the
tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because | am in
agony in this fire.” “ But Abraham replied, “ Son, remember
that in your lifetime you received your good things, while
Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and
you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a
great chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to
go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from
there to us.” He answered, “ Then | beg you, father, send
Lazarus to my family, for | have five brothers. Let him warn
them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.”
“ Abraham replied, “ They have Moses and the Prophets; let
them listen to them.” “ No, father Abraham,” he said, “ but if
someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.” “ He

said to him, “ If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets,
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they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the
dead.”

My brother could hardly commit any sin because he was
only three months old when he left us. He was with
Grandparents, according to father. It was beyond my
understanding for this to happen. As | learned later on in life,
there were a few explanations for dead children’s destiny, but |
saw them as groundless. Some preached that our Lord, Jesus
loved children, therefore all dead would be by His side. But
brother died over 40 years ago, so why did father still see him
with grandparents in hell. Some pastors mentioned that my
brother died in the family of a non-Christian faith; therefore he
would never be by Abraham’s side.

Other ministers said that all dead children, either due to
natural causes such as sickness or abortion, could go to heaven.
Many listeners would then interpret that abortion was a good
deed because it could help young children to go to heaven.

From this, | learned that preaching the gospel to others
was my duty. As followers of Christ, we must always confess
and repent, our faith will lead us to eternal life after death.
Often we have to pray for God’s mercy to empower us so that
we can overcome Satan. Whether the dead could rise and have
eternal life or not was beyond our capability to alter. It was all
up to God. (To be continued)

BB ENEEBE R
—— (haFk E) 5 D3



WRESERESIE

ReEA RekH
o T FUIE - B F ! 2:30 PM
o PUECGE FF1 2:30 PM
o T ISE(E L ) fE! 12:45 PM
o T LISFGIE) T 2:30 PM
o ZPIE@A) SR 12:45 PM
o TR fH- 8.00PM
o PEThEE R 1000 AM
c T [E\”*(FIIEJHFI) AP 7:30 PM
o PEERTAAAE (FigE) ZE+ 4:00 PM
s T 8:00 PM
. EFE ) 4 6:30 PM
o FTE EE S 2:00PM
o TEEEEN (S FH7 10:00 AM
o HATE S FHEFD S 10:00 AM
e Josiah ‘P EIZ? [ﬂ;:%'] o= 7:30 PM
o TnT SRR CHE ) fi* 7:30 PM

H T L T P R N R v L
SOUTH SHORE CHINESE ALLIANCE CHURCH
598 Bellevue N., Greenfield PK, QC J4V 1C8
Fiam: 514-833-1818
4941k:  http://www.southshorecac.org

ZURA L. HETAAT (pastorgum@gmail.com)
*ﬁz,\@ﬁ (Janeyang625@gmail.com)

FKBLEGE (windchw@yahoo.com)

A [m] 1 ?EEE% BRI mof gRfRAL AERAR R

2 [



http://www.southshorecac.org/
mailto:pastorgum@gmail.com
http://ca-mg6.mail.yahoo.com/yab-fe/mu/MainView?.src=neo&themeName=fresh&bn=50_11&s=0&isFresh=1&bucketId=0&stab=1372537804558
http://ca-mg6.mail.yahoo.com/yab-fe/mu/MainView?.src=neo&themeName=fresh&bn=50_11&s=0&isFresh=1&bucketId=0&stab=1372537804558

fiE#  (Simon Dewey)

ERELLGABRDGAKGER  AFHET -
A E o BRKEH > Aafe v s F 1% -




	
	掉进忧郁潭
	「书上是怎样说的？」善变继续追问。
	2014/02/05 星期三 陰    李楊月薇
	凡从神生的就不犯罪么？
	圣经说：“凡从神生的，就不犯罪，因神的道存在他心里；他也不能犯罪，因为他是由神生的。”（约3：9）但我见好些基督徒，连我自己在内，虽然已经重生得救，却仍会犯罪，这是为什么呢？
	答：约翰一书3章9节的话有两方面的解释：
	1.根据上文, 本节是连在上文6～8节说的。上文使徒简略地将住在神里面的和属魔鬼的作一比较：凡住在神里面的就不犯罪；凡犯罪的是未曾认识神，乃属魔鬼。接着第9节说："凡从神生的，就不犯罪......。"所以本句是在以上的两等比较中，指明凡从神生的便是属于上文所说的"不犯罪"那一等，不是"犯罪"的那一等。而上文的"犯罪"是怎样的"犯罪"呢？不是偶然一次的犯罪，乃是惯常犯罪的意思。因6和8节的"犯罪"原文都是今恒时体，表示一种惯常的动作，凡惯常犯罪的都是属魔鬼的，这样，所说的"不犯罪"也就合有不惯常犯罪...
	2.根据下文 -- 本节下半说："因神的道存在他心里；他也不能犯罪，因为他是由神生的"。神的"道"原文是"种"(见小字)，指神的生命。所以会"不能犯罪"的缘故，是按他所领受的生命所说，他那从神生的生命是不能犯罪的。信徒若犯罪跌倒，乃因不顺从神所赐的新生命而活，接受了魔鬼的试探，顺从旧生命行事。
	再者，约壹2：1:"我小子们哪，我将这些话写给你们，是要叫你们不犯罪。若有人犯罪，在父那里有一位中保，就是那义者耶稣基督"。这节经文的话，可作以上两节的佐证。使徒既在2章1节表示信徒可能犯罪，断不至在3章9节又认出完全相反的话。所以3章9节的"不犯罪"或"不能犯罪"，必然是有范围的，应当联同2章1节一起来领会，而不应把它们隔开，看作是互相矛盾的。
	/我和我夫人都出生在中国上海的工人之家，我们父母都信佛教，每到逢年过节都要敬祖先，烧香、烧纸、供酒、供饭菜，还要跪拜，最后才能吃饭，所以小时候我们就知道天上有神、有佛，地下有十八层地狱。父母教导我们要堂堂正正做人，不做坏事，要凭劳力挣钱，不做违法事。
	我小时候读过3年私塾。开学第一天必须要拜天、地、国、亲、师，还要拜孔子像，读的是三字经、百家姓等。老师还告诉我，万般皆下品，唯有读书高，吃的苦中苦，方为人上人。后来进正规学校读书，受的都是无神论教育。大学
	毕业后，进入工厂工作，在厂里虚心向他人学习，在技术上努力钻研，使自己成为有用的技术人员。在审查别人的设计图纸时，能主动帮助别人，指出不对之处，求得共同提高；帮助生活困难的工友；有人生病住院，也常去探望；在里弄里，尊老爱幼，也帮助老年人做些力所能及的事。由于长期受无神论的教育，我也加入了中国共产党，在申请移民加拿大时，就主动退了党。
	我女儿在02年移民加拿大，03年我们就来加拿大探亲，那时还住在岛内，在探亲的日子里，他们去教会，我们也一起去，听了牧师的讲道，还感到真有道理。有一次听到牧师传道说：“世界上一切的人，不论他生长在什么地方，不论他的年纪大小都是有罪的。虽然他有很好的行为，但在神的眼中，人人都犯了罪。人的罪恶是与生俱来的，因为人都有罪性。”当时听了很不理解。我小时候读三字经的时候，第一句就是人之初，性本善。人刚生下来，什么都不懂，引导好就会好，引导坏就学坏，就如一张白纸，你要画人，就是人像，你要彩色，就是彩色画。我们就...
	后来我们女儿生小孩，2年里两个小外孙相继出世，我们忙于照顾小孩，就很少来教会。再后来，两个外孙都进了幼儿园，我们又能经常来教会听牧师讲道。去年10月，女婿在教会图书馆借了一本《游子吟》给我们看。原来达尔文的进化论，有些问题他自己也解释不清楚，最后他也信了基督教。这本书我还没有看完，就好像有声音对我说，既然相信有神，你还等什么？这就是神给我们的启示，原本我还想多读点书后，多了解些神的知识后再受洗，现在我想马上就受洗。我和我夫人说了，她马上就同意。晚上我女儿回来，她知道后很高兴，非常支持我们，女婿说为...
	在慕道查经班，陈达虎，张跃纲弟兄对我们进行了耐性细致的讲解，使我们对基督教有了全面系统的了解，明白圣经是神的话语，我们是罪人，需要神的拯救和赦免。
	2013年12月22日在圣诞节前，甘牧师奉圣父、圣子、圣灵的名为我们施洗，使我们成为神的儿女。我们愿意顺服在他的全能下，将自己献上，交托在神的手中。我们一家愿意在这里与主内兄弟姐妹一起成长，在同路上彼此建立，扶持，相互学习，一同经历苦乐，荣耀主的名，一起在基督里永生。阿门。


