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MY LIFE JOURNEY AFTER TAIWAN

By Pastor Jane Yang
Translated by Stanley Kwan

OUR WHOLE FAMILY BELIEVED IN CHRIST

During the period of unemployment, our friend visited us with a person who came from Taiwan. He
claimed to be a Taoist with the ninth level of supernatural ability. (I did not know that Taoists were being
assessed and assigned to the various levels).

Once he was in our house, he told father that his god statue was in an extremely bad spot. He explained
that the corner of the house across the street was like an ice pick, pointing towards the god’s eyes and this
caused the god unease. The god’s discomfort in turn led us into the predicament we were in, namely, that was
why we had lost our contract, became unemployed. Father listened attentively and then asked the Taoist if
the situation was remediable and if so, how. He observed the surrounding in more detail and finally said that
the god was also in the unhealthy position of being at the wrong height.

At that time father remembered that back in Taiwan, he had custom made a desk specifically for placing
this god upon. The dimensions of the desk were calculated based upon the father’s birth date and time. Now
in Argentina, Father again wanted to custom make a similar desk. He then asked the Taoist’s advice to come
up with a formula by which he could calculate the dimensions of the desk; but to no avail. It was because the
Taoist was not interested in such mundane activities. He was more interested in father’s mind. The Taoist
stresses that in order to properly venerate these gods, exact burnt offerings must be offered. Father would not
be dissuaded. He was prepared to go back to Taiwan to obtain the formula for creating a proper pedestal for
his gods. At that time | was already a follower of Christ and did not want to get involved. But | thought it
would be kind to my father to discuss these spiritual questions on his terms. | told father that this god he
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sought was capricious, never being satisfied with what he tried to give to him in burnt offerings. Today,
perhaps one hell note extra was sufficient and would make this god happy, and then tomorrow a missing note
would enable him to bring down the wrath of hell on us. Also to have a desk perfectly made for this god in
Argentina was extremely difficult due to the laxity of the society. There was a culture of taking matter lightly;
precision was not a way of life here.

Father analyzed the situation and he recalled that Sister Chau’s parents had just bought a new
supermarket when we settled in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1974. We were invited to visit and saw that they
were conducting business very well. In a couple years time, they had acquired another market which was two
times the size of the first one. Due to our close family ties, we bought them a present for the opening
ceremony of their store. Friday was chosen to be the date of the opening. We checked this date with the
golden Chinese calendar, which was sent to us each year by our relatives in Taiwan. To our concern and
anxiety, the chosen Friday was the unluckiest day. However, this did not bother Sister Chau’s parents. Two
years later, they opened another market, even bigger, close to 10,000 sq.m. Again, the date for the grand
opening was on a Friday. Their logic was business would be better on the first day of the weekend. We
verified this chosen Friday with the calendar, and again it indicated that the day was just about the least lucky
they could choose. However, the almighty Lord continued to bless them, by giving them a successful
business.

Father had not given these happenings a lot of thought before, he simply figured that the * God * sister
Chau and her family worshipped must be a very powerful one who would neither be bothered by any sharp
objects nor be concerned with things like omens and lucky or unlucky days. At the same time, father had
already begun reading the bible I had given him. This enabled him to know more about this real God, Jesus.
He began to understand that things like faith, devotion, repentance, and salvation were what really mattered.

The profit we gained from the sale of the old building earlier in the year allowed us to acquire another
one for our new home. In October 1979 when we moved to this new home, father told mother that from now
on we would worship sister Chau’s God, Jesus Christ. Mother agreed with no objection. Brother and sister in
law would follow in our footsteps in due course.

In addition, the profit from the sale of the old building was sufficient for us to realize our earlier plan of
opening a supermarket. We renovated the other side of the building for this. After a few months of work, this
store was ready for its grand opening. The date was decided to be Friday, April 15™. We determined this date
without the consultation of the golden Chinese calendar. We knew that with God by our side, everyday was
beautiful.

In June 1980, my brother’s youngest daughter had to receive the third of a series of three vaccinations.
A few days before the scheduled appointment, she was sick and had a high fever. The doctor gave her some
medication and reminded us that the child must receive this last vaccination punctually, otherwise the whole
process would have to be redone. My niece’s high fever persisted and there were only three days left for the
appointment. | offered my sister in law the following advice: * Why don’t you pray to our Lord for your
daughter’s speedy recovery? ” She said that if her daughter was fine for the third vaccination, she would
attend this week’s Sunday Service.

It was a promise that moved me so much since I knew my Lord would respond to her remarks. A
miracle happened on the next day, my niece’s high fever had gone. We suspected that this might only be
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temporary so we waited until the last minute for the vaccination. Thank God there was no side effects for her.
Because of this happening, brother and sister in law started going to church, and so five of us became
believers in the Lord, Jesus Christ.

From what happened to my family in these past years, | had learned that it was a very difficult task to
persuade someone to be the follower of Jesus Christ. Instead it is all up to our Lord to pave the path.

FATHER EXPERIENCED GOD’S LOVE

Prior to these events, in 1977, father made a trip to Brazil. Did not know what had happened to him, one
day he called and told us of his decision to become a vegetarian. His reason was that he felt his fate was bad
and being a vegetarian would help him to reach a higher moral level. This would, in turn, bring us to a better
life. Mother was very worried. She recalled that father had come from a poor family, but with a lot of hard
work, life had, in his middle age become better for him. Then because of our immigrating to Argentina, he
again fell into a poor financial predicament. At the end of 1979 when we settled in the new house, father had
lost about 10 kg. We were worried that perhaps he had cancer. | told him to pray to Jesus for better health.
GOD responded to father’s prayer.

Father had a dream in which he saw himself kneeling before a man who looked like Jesus Christ who
was holding a plate of meat in front of him. Father tried to raise his head to see who this man really was. He
could only raise his head to the height where he could see the man’s knee. It was at that moment he woke up.
Father told mother that he would want to become a meat eater again. Mother teased him that he had become a
vegetarian for such a long time that he had a desire of eating meat again. Father was embarrassed. He knew
in his heart that God had touched his soul but he was unable to express his feelings. After a period of time, he
had the same dream twice. Finally, mother told him that if he wanted to become a meat eater again, it would
be solely his responsibility to prepare the meat himself. She did not want to get involved in his constantly
changing world. Then, one day at lunch time, an electrician who helped us to do the renovation work, gave
father a piece of meat to eat. He did not refuse and from then on, father started having meat again. Gradually,
his health improved. One day, however, he was sick again. Father had developed a problem in urinating.
Against seeing a doctor, he prayed to God for healing. Nothing had happened until sometimes later he
realized that he had to go to see a doctor. The day before seeing a doctor, he prayed and told God if He did
not heal him, he would go. That night, father had a dream. It was about his lying on the operating table; a
hand was moving up and down three times, and at the same time a voice clearly said that there was no need
for an operation. He then woke up and had a strong urge to urinate. This time he urinated without any
problem. Apparently father was healed. He had twice experienced God’s care and his faith in the Lord
became stronger. Since then he was serious study Bible.

OUR WHOLE FAMILY WAS BAPTIZED

At that time we did not have any pastors in our church and so whoever wanted to be baptized had to
wait for one to come. During the communion in one of the Sunday Services at the end of 1981, | had a strong
sense of sorrow because my belief was that without being baptized, my relationship with Gold was not a
formal one. | prayed and begged God for this day to come soon. God responded through the announcement
made by sister Chau in the next week’s Sunday Service. There would be a baptizing ceremony on 17"
January 1982, during the summer camp. We were extremely grateful and signed up for this ceremony.
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However, our excitement turned into uncertainty once we learned that the baptizing ceremony was performed
only by the chairman of the deacon committee and not by an ordained minister. Would God count this
because we were not baptized by a pastor? My father prayed and asked God for His confirmation, that this
baptizing ceremony would be recognized by Him. In which case, please give us a sunny day. In my father’s
lingering pagan ways, a rainy day would, of course, indicate God’s disapproval. The next day, five of us were
being baptized under a beautiful day.

This became a historic chapter for our church because rarely was a 65 years old Hakka Chinese
baptized. We Hakka Chinese was famous for our stubbornness to becoming Christians. It was extremely
difficult because of our deep root of worshipping multi-gods and goddess. However, for believers, our
experience had told us that with God, nothing is impossible.

DESTROYING IDOL

After settling in our new home in late 1979, father wrapped up all the pagan statues and placed them on
a shelf. When the day came for father to return to Taiwan, he would carry all the statues back to wherever
they belonged. However through the testimonies by brothers and sisters in Christ, Lord Jesus sent father a
message that all idols must be destroyed. In 1981, Reverend Tse came to Argentina and stayed for a few
months. Father had an opportunity to talk to him. The topic was about our statues. The Reverend stressed that
all statues must be destroyed. He knew father was hesitating because there might be ill consequences.
Reverend Tse told father that he should not be worry since Jesus and him would bear all the consequences.
Father agreed and so on the birthday of Reverend Tse, he came to our house and destroyed all the statues,
paintings and even the desk and tables. This was a big event for our church because something like this had
never happened before. The Reverend Tse also mentioned that all pictures must be destroyed as well.

When we immigrated to Argentina, Grandfather did not allow us to bring our ancestor’s statues along.
His reason was that when one day we became followers of Jesus, we would worship our ancestors no more.
So father made duplicates of the pictures of his grandparents from his side and from his mother’s side, as
well as my mother’s grandparents from both sides, and took them with him to Buenos Aires. Every Ching-
Ming Festival, he would take the pictures out for worshipping. Now father had determined to take everything
out and destroy them.

Some people think it is not necessary to destroy the statues as long as we stop worshipping them.
However, it has been stated clearly in the Bible that all statues of the idols must be destroyed. Otherwise, we
have left a foothold for demons and our path to God is obstructed. We must be obedient.

In a family where only one member is the Jesus’ follower, then he needs to destroy his own statues.
This is because a person can only ask the Lord for the forgiveness of his personal sins. Back at that time,
thirty some odd years ago, | thought that idol was meant as only something tangible, something physical, like
a statue. However, at some point, later in lives, God made me realize that idols could also be intangible, such
as improper thoughts and beliefs, and that these must be destroyed as well.

GOD’S TEACHING --- REST ON THE SEVENTH DAY

Before the opening of our market, | discussed with my parents that, as Christians, we should follow
what Christians do, keep the Sabbaths and be closed on Sunday, reserving that day as a day of prayer, and
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devotion to God, which of course, included attending church.

By the third week of the operation of the store, most customers requested us to open half a day on
Sunday and we followed suit. This of course did not allow us to go to the church. We operated the store with
these opening hours for the next three weeks and realized that the revenue for being open for a half day on
Sunday was only about 25% more. We were asking ourselves, was it worthwhile to open the store for
business when we had to miss the Sunday Service? Not only that, Sunday afternoon would not even be able
for us to go to the park for relaxation? One Saturday, mother suggested that we would close the next day, but
without putting up any notice to the customers. She prayed to God for a mercy that would give us a weekend
(Saturday) revenue of two million pesos. Her calculation was that we had a daily revenue of about 800,000
pesos while on Saturday we made 1, 2000,000 pesos, and half a day of Sunday sale was also 800,000 pesos.
That weekend we decided not to open on Sunday. As it happened, GOD gave us a single day, Saturday,
revenue of two millions and ten

On the next day morning, my brother and | went to attend a memorial service for a church member’s
mother. Since brother and sister in law would not go to the church, so | only made a verbal appointment with
sister in law that once the service was over, | would meet her in the rose garden and then we would go to the
hairdresser together. Therefore, after the service, brother headed home and | went straight to the garden. It
was a chilly day. | waited for long time and sister in law did not show up. Eventually, | gave up and went
home. Surprisingly, |1 saw every member of the family was taking an afternoon nap. Mother awoke and told
me that customers rang the bell at nine o’clock in the morning, asking the reason for the store closure. Since
there was a long queue and to satisfy the customers, they opened the store unwillingly. 1 felt very upset with
this happening and at the same moment became ill because | was waiting for sister in law in the chill weather.
As it happened, business was extremely well and without my presence, they were operating the store in a
chaotic way. It was because | was the only one who knew all the prices. In order to improve the situation, |
had to sleep in the living room so that would be easier for them to come to me for the prices.

A few days later, on Thursday, | woke up with a dream fresh in my mind. There was a Bible placed in
front of me. It was opened on the page of chapter 34 of Jeremiah. Without any hesitation, | looked this up in
my Bible. Jews had broken their promise made with God, so they were punished by being exiled to
everywhere. It was a reminder to us and so | told mother. Despite the fact that | was the only one being sick,
the whole family was affected as my illness and its management became a burden to all. It was a kind of
punishment from Lord. Mother repented and from then on, we respected Sabbath and did not open on every
single Sunday. Instead, we would rest and worship God, and experience His love and mercy.

Resting on the seventh day was one of the Ten Commandments that the Israelites had to keep in the old
days. When Jesus came, he was crucified and resurrected on the first day of the week. Therefore, Christians
will rest on Sunday because it is the first day of the week. It is a blessing as well as a teaching from God.
Many think otherwise; not to work on Sunday means a loss for a lot of things. This is one of the reasons for
them not going to church. These people have missed the opportunity of being saved by Jesus. Some go to the
church and become Jesus’ followers but they do not commit; they have all kinds of excuses for not serving
and not attending the Sunday Services. They still do things as they wish. My interpretation of the Bible is
that God’s blessings come with condition. Resting on Sunday, as | experienced was a gracious gift Lord
gives to me. %R
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W AR R NEIE G WA SOUTH SHORE CHINESE ALLIANCE CHURCH
Hitik: 598 Bellevue N., Greenfield PK, QC J4V 1C8 #4il:: http://www.southshorecac.com
Fah: 514-833-1818 fH¥L: 450-678-6891

AR L EHEMAT  (pastorgum@gmail.com) 5 F L E (windchw@yahoo.com)
B EHEE (Janeyang625@gmail.com)
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