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God continues to look for ordinary people
to do extraordinary things.
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God can do great things, but it pleases Him when His people
accomplishes the little things. God does not look at your abilities but at your willingness.
Can the Lord use you? It is a matter of whether you are
willing to be used by God!
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I love to eat but know not how to cook; I love to wander around
but have not any sense of direction; I love to talk but have not the gift of
language (I speak only Cantonese and Mandarin); I love to try but persevere
not; I am impulsive but lack the courage to continue; I dream visions but

lack the strength to make my dreams come true.

I was born in Hong Kong in 1940; because of Japan’s invasion and the
civil wars in China, life was very difficult at that time. I became a Christian
by God’s grace at the age of 18, but I was a lukewarm Christian with mere
outward appearance. When I served the Lord, I did so quite unwillingly.
Thank God for His mercy and tolerance, he gave us an opportunity to turn
from our ways. He led our family of four to Canada in 1977. I am timid
and cowardly, so unless I sensed that God is paving the way through our
difficulties, I will never take the first step. My wife and I brought our sons
(7 years old and 4 years old) to a country whose language and culture,
customs and traditions, weather and geography were all completely foreign
to us. That was the biggest turning point in my life. Although no blood had
been shed, tears nevertheless often filled our eyes in the beginning. Amidst
our difficulties, we held fast that since the Lord brought us to this land that
snows, He must have His good will for us. During those long hard days, we
experienced God’s grace and protection. Timid and weak as I am, I could
only pray to God in everything. I experienced God through His guidance

and my spiritual life was revitalized. I longed to draw near to God, and I
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served Him after work, humbly learning along the way. Twenty-seven years
passed by in the wink of an eye, and through it all I richly tasted God’s

goodness and enjoyed life in church.

Enjoying church life within the warm and protective walls of the
church can prevent us from really seeing and hearing the outside world.
Though mission calls come from all corners of the world, we were not
moved. There would be excuses after excuses to justify our idleness. But
God is full of compassion and kindness, He tolerated our stubborn hearts,
and continued to pave our ways. While attending a conference at the Great
Commission Center in 1997, we hesitantly responded to God’s calling for
full time ministry. By God’s grace I decided to quit my job and lead a
simple life so that I can have more time to serve the Lord and His church.
But at the same time, I was afraid that the Lord will send me to places I did
not want to or was afraid to go. It so happened that the Montreal Chinese
Alliance Church wanted to plant a church in the South Shore at that time,
so I volunteered myself. (In actuality, I was saying in my heart: Lord, I
have a position now, so please do not bother to send me somewhere I did
not want to go). Because serving in the South Shore would not change my
lifestyle much, and I do not have to say goodbye to my close friends. All
I had to do was to relocate to the South Shore; the next 3 years passed by
happily, and I thought this was going to be my life long service to the Lord.

The year 2000 ushered in a new era and a new millennium, it was also
my first trip to Europe. The elderly Rev. Jonathan Kaan had mentioned to
me about serving in Paris on several occasions, but because of my cowardice
and unwillingness to leave my comfort zone, all his suggestions fell on deaf
ears. But God offered me several opportunities by His abundant grace.
Finally, albeit with doubts and worries, I went to Paris in mid-May for

a 3 week mission. Our feeling toward missions was completely different
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after we personally saw and experienced the need. My wife and I went
back for another 3 week mission in August of the same year. We have since
developed a very close bond with Paris; because of the acceptance of the
church, the love of the brothers and sisters, and the ripe crops to harvest,
our perspective for Paris was completely changed. But we are so limited and
can only do so little, we can only pray to God for His showers of blessings,

and that He send more workers to collect His harvest.

Six days after the terrorist attacks of “9/117, the tension was still very
high when we boarded the plane for our third mission trip to Paris. This
time the term was for 2 months. The terrorist attacks six days ago that
shocked the world also impacted our spirit a lot. We realized that life is
fleetingly short. Right away, we thought of the apostle Paul’s experience
on his way to Damascus. The Lord appeared to him on his journey, when
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him and blinded him. Paul
fell to the ground and asked, “What shall I do, Lord”? The same question

burned inside me at that time.

After we arrived in Paris, Rev. Dick Kaan, who was planning to take
a sabbatical and return to Canada for a year, again asked us to consider
serving in Paris for a three-year term. I was flattered by the offer, but it also
put me in fear and trepidation because of my lack of courage and capability.
A thought came to my mind at that moment, “Having one more person
serving is still not going to be enough, but it is nevertheless far better than
having one less.” Just as I was struggling with the decision, God led me
to a scripture from (Joshua 3:4) in my morning devotion about how God
led the Israelites in crossing the Jordan river, “Since you have never been
this way before.” But I omitted a character in my reading of the scripture,
causing the word “you” in the verse to be in singular form. That really

shook me up, it was as if in my time of withdrawal and fear, God spoke to

AT & Foreword 13

me words of utmost encouragement. This is a road I do not think about
even in my dreams, it is a road I do not dare to think when I am awake, and
it is also an impossible road for me to set foot on. But God reminded me
how it was also impossible for the Israelites to cross the Jordan River. When
they by faith followed the priests who carried the ark into the Jordan River,
water from the upstream stopped flowing and the people crossed over the
river. Therefore if we would only follow God by faith, we would be able to
walk this road that we had never been before. God knows who we are so we
need only be a pair of gloves on the Lord’s hands and let His will be done.
It is always about the hands and not the gloves. Knowing God will be with
us to bless and protect us, I accepted this commitment of serving in Paris
for 3 years without hesitation. I was really thankful for God’s grace, because
how many more 3 year periods could there be for someone my age to offer
to the Lord! Even if I could still serve the Lord today, there is nevertheless
the feeling of “too little, too late.” We could only ask God for His strength

and extra measure of grace.

After the conclusion of our two months mission in Paris we returned
to Montreal. When we first shared about our plan to go to Paris for three
years, brothers and sisters were against it; they did not want us to leave.
After much explanation, they began to see the needs of the Paris church
and gradually agreed to support us. We sold our house, cars and all other
non-essentials, and we were back on the road with only our clothing for
the hot and cold seasons. People may look at it as a huge sacrifice but
the joy and blessings that came with it can only be experienced personally
through God’s infinite grace. At the same time, we learned that different life
perspectives and value systems can lead to different decisions, which will in

turn mold and shape us.

I often use the vineyard worker in Matthew 20:1-16 to portray
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myself. The landowner went out early in the morning to hire workers for
his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day. About nine
in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the market place
doing nothing and invited them to work in his vineyard. He went out
again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing.
About five in the afternoon the landowner went out and found still others
standing around. Although it is dusk by then, he invited them to work in
his vineyard. When evening came, everyone got paid a denarius. Those who
were hired first began to grumble against the landowner; they forgot that
they had agreed to work for a denarius a day. The landowner was not unfair
to them. He was just full of grace to the one who was hired last. I am that
worker whom the Lord hired at dusk. Nothing but the grace of God!

Dear brothers and sisters, think for a moment the feelings of that last
worker. Already it is dusk, who will still hire him? What is he going to feed
his family with if not for the wages of one denarius? I believe there are many
others like me who have passed their sunrise, noon, and mid day, and have
come to their dusk. We could not hold on to time or stop it. We could
only sigh and witness the setting of the sun and the befalling of darkness.
But then came the landowner, he came to hire those who are still standing
around. God’s grace is upon us. He continues to call on us who have passed
our youth to work in His vineyard, making our short evening sun one
that is infinitely good. Furthermore, we get the same wages for the day.
Is this not all God’s grace? How beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim
salvation! Dear Lord, we are willing to follow you, even if we have never

been this way before. Lord, we are willing to step out by your grace.

May, 2004 in Paris
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With Dr. Thomas Wang at the

1997 US Great Commission Center
- International Dedication Retreat

Elder Stephen Fong has been a teacher for many years in Hong
Kong. His whole family emigrated to Canada in the seventies and started
worshipping in our church. While serving faithfully, Stephen and Esther
grasped many opportunities to equip themselves for ministry. They have
recently received a diploma from the China Graduate School of Theology
on Lay Leadership. The Fong’s were involved in the planting of the Grace
Church in the early nineties. A decade later, they were the key driving
force in our planting of the South Shore Alliance Church with the Grace
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Church. While attending a conference at the Great Commission Center
International in the States, the Fong’s responded to God’s call for early
retirement so that they can be in full time ministry. In 2000, they were
invited multiple times to serve in Paris. After prayerful consideration
and receiving overwhelming support from the South Shore Church and
our church, they accepted the offer to serve in the Paris Alliance Church
for three years. Last year, Stephen was ordained as an elder at the South
Shore Church’s 5th Anniversary worship service. Not only did the Fong’s
shepherd the Paris church, they ministered to other neighboring churches.
They were also able to see and help out the gospel needs of the Chinese in

many European cities.

The National Office were impressed by the work and more so, by
the dedication of the Fong’s. They want to see the Fongs becoming an
inspiration and model for many potential early retirees from the Chinese
churches. Holding the credentials of Alliance Missionary Partners, they
spoke at many churches across Canada. God willing, they will begin a new

ministry next year!



THRaAERAREA—ERE, [THEF] . [+HHHK] .
+&58) . T+l . THHEEF] , THERER
—ERE R, TLEEZTREN KRR, aFHEe+af5
FRT, BET AR AR, RIS —F
TEGPIRETBALAT, RINTELE LT,

WAt —FA, AT AEREGERETY, BAHEAE
% 09 5 Uk Ao A B4R, MEAEFHATO00E A, 4PAH—
MEAHKEG, BAEHRGITHRAZ-IBZ R, 2B FAHEE
A%, WEREXIFRAA A, KOERAEABES TREHR
ME] ZAR&EH, AmLER I RNAGER, BEEADR
By S TR ASE S B R 09 A B LA R K 6 AT
BRAREAAZRAE, EHARERALATZIE  2@iTE—A
AERERMBHEZH, XAbAH—FEIEER, £ % H 0%,
EHRABEW L RERBENREZ 4, BFIRBIREA BB
BEHE—F, REAMNEBECHEARSBEGHILTH R X,
WLFEBRMERT—F, ZEMATFHRE—F, FEKREL
B AR RAY B ey =,

) B AL —d5 R B The Unexpected | 19

O8N ERAEMRELT BT, BLERARBELE !
F— ARG A BN B B R R R B
R4 TR TE ] fo TRy BARHEN, [HE] EZ
MEGHR, W URRARMEYS, EEEIHLEMBARBT R
ARFGH T, —H R KR ES R E m X BIEFEH
1ReGHF, B4R, RIPIMEALA AR MO, 2mTe)
BRI ARG LRI, A ERM. XARK, AIRE
ERRCEEZT, EAVHBHOEE, HEF—MEARGL
AT,

AP 69 B RR RIS, B = A L BAN — A A
MAHE, FIRHEGFRTARALT., B HEBERBEF R,
EaAL R, AR B, EEFE, #HETS, DAGERAEX
B, AR AT RAE AR RGBS, AXIRAS RGN X A TR ? 45
5, BEEFORBYENNT P, RAMAING AR E
ABHRAEY, SRERERETM-FMR, #A 8L, 124X
ARV EBNEFEEE, FRAREEEG KK GRIZE A
BRI FAES) . XA RF LA HFS 9B, ML T4k
AT AR ARBEZ, HAIRS RERBI LT RWE @5 R EE, &
2 RAVKEH T R R

XEFEEY TSP, BHEFEARMNEA WY, B2
HYH, RAZETHE, FFFIEBEN, AW REORTHRE
MAGRT, WA e esdh, £, FE &3 LA HRS
B Beik ke 5 AP 69 B AL B R R R AR T OB 09 R R B,
A TRAREDEFERMEE ] & | REKRMA A THZHF
B E R, B XRRME AT R,



20 %43 H Another Mile

BEHRARMG RS, ERMAAN. MBI TREZT, &KRMD
REBEH TR, HENESHY HRNEABRMNEH, @&
11698 Kk % Sk E FRE P LBIS BFE R LB E e A
BEMAZIR, FREABGEFRMNE DD RERBEL T
BRRZT, #ARRERES, T RE TGS, BAMMEELY
ANREKEZRBERSIOR S [ X8 —REALBRLIEHK, T
HANKIZHE, RZAEY, HEEBRAMAER L, EX
R BRI AR E, §REAIRS RMEH ARG F
Blho Bk G ARG 09, BB E, £ FEN, ERETFIHREHF
FRM AR B AR FT RIS, RMA—ZT
FZIRAAA, RRARARE A A B KRR,

[FHAR, THHKI], THOLE, AR RN L LE
w? T ALK EE ERERR] , KT AN, RTHT
R, BRMBAZSAZNFREIRGF, Beaeghr—L, —
£, — P RSEE, BIERT, @NO+F, AL, 7
B E, RN @I T b6 B TR RAVEA TR,

EXE
SRS = REAF
T EPESE RS EEY

) B AL —d5 R B The Unexpected 21

el &
R L i ] 7 2
/ot T ?‘

South Shore Chmese Alliance Church 5th year anniversary

# 3k % Elder Commissioning ceremony
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“Ten years” often represents some significance over a period in
time. “Ten years of learning,” “Ten years in growing a tree,” “Ten years
of practice,” “Ten year to revenge,” “Ten year dream”...... , ten years is
not a very long period of time, but not a short one either. South Shore
Chinese Alliance Church is celebrating its 10th anniversary, the time that
had elapsed seemed to have slipped through our fingers so quickly it was

impossible to hold on.

Looking back at 11 years ago, the planting of a Chinese church in the
South Shore was gradually hatched since there were many Chinese residents
and brothers and sisters in the South Shore. There were about 7000 Chinese
living in the South Shore then but there was no Chinese church. The South
Shore is separated from the Montreal island by just the distance of a bridge,
but traffic is often hectic. Its geographic location makes it an independent
city. As a result, church planting in the South Shore brought out a lot of
different opinions and perspectives. Furthermore, the immigration wave
to Canada was coming to an end by then, and some Chinese from the
South Shore were either returning to their home countries or seeking better
opportunities elsewhere, giving an impression that the Chinese population
here will only decrease over time. There were other unfavorable factors as
well and our plan was held back. But on the other hand, in front of us
stood this fertile ground that we can set our foot on, giving us such a sense
of urgency. After periods of prayers, discussions, several trial church services
and special meetings, we believe that we should by God’s grace take the first
step. We believe that if we, by faith, step out amidst the many worries, God
will show us the next step. But if we were unwilling to take this first step,

we shall never see the second step of God’s grace.

The South Shore Chinese Alliance Church was finally established in
1998. The meaning of its Chinese name [5% B | is “Full of Grace,”
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a testimony by faith that God will fill the church with His abundant grace.
Also, the name was taken after the two Chinese Alliance Churches (the
Montreal Chinese Alliance Church and the Grace Chinese Alliance Church)
that joined hands in starting the South Shore Church. God always paved
the way for us and provided us with a place of worship that is just suitable
for our needs. And transportation to the church was very convenient as
well. Though we did not have our own pastors at first, the pastors from the
two Chinese Alliance churches served as our consultants and helped to lead
us. By the grace of God, all the elders and deacons served together to finally
start the first ever Chinese church in the South Shore.

This is however just the beginning of God’s abundant grace. He blessed
us with a pastor the next year, and the church also became self sufficient.
The growth of the South Shore Chinese Alliance Church is all God’s grace.
Ten years had elapsed in the blink of an eye. In retrospect, all the worries
during the planning stages were under God’s sovereign care. What we
thought would be a decreasing Chinese population has actually increased.
Though there were departures, there were also many new residents. The
increase was particularly evident among mandarin speakers. We believe
this is God’s new commission to us. Moreover, because the South Shore
presents far more advantages than disadvantages, many families moved in

from Montreal island which was unexpected.

When we first started, we could not have a youth ministry because
there were hardly any young people in the church, all we had were a few
children. But over the last ten years, because of God’s blessings they not
only mature in age, in education, in wisdom, and physically, but they also
grow spiritually under our pastoral care and leadership. Seeing their growth,
we cannot help but be reminded of the scripture, “Don’t let anyone look

down on you because you are young” (1Tim 4:12). They now have their
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own worship and many other services. This is also unexpected to us.

Going on missions is our Great Commission. Though limited in
finances and in manpower, we held firm to the Lord’s Great Commission.
Our church had sent out two mission teams to Europe, and our Elder Fung
and Elder Lim took turns to assist the Chinese church in Gothenburg,
Sweden for two month periods. The Sweden church was surprised at how
a small church like ours can be so united and cheerfully accepted the
Lord’s commission despite our own insufficiencies. They were even more
astounded that elder Lim brought along his 89 years old father to Sweden
for the mission! And they were encouraged and touched by it. May all the
glory be unto our Father in heaven. This is again unexpected to us. There
were many other unexpected things such as brothers and sisters dedicating
to be pastors, enrolling in theology studies, dedicating to serve and serving
on despite many tribulations and hardships. All in all it is the grace of God.
God strengthened and kept us. We have not a thing to boast about. May

praise and glory be unto Him forever more.

Ten years of learning together, ten years of grace. What has God
taught us? That we should “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus”,
that we should not be complacent, that we should not stop because there
are still so much to do and there are far greater things to do. May the
church under “one Lord, one faith, one baptism” be united in spreading
the gospel; May we love and look upon our Lord even more in the decade
ahead, trusting that the grace of the Lord in the days to come will be even
more unexpected.

God’s servant
Stephen and Esther Fong written in the year 2008
South Shore Alliance Church’s 10th anniversary

=T F B ERBAKEEP] ERHE AL G (BHHAFERIT)
Photo taken at the front door of Chinese Paris church summer camp held in
Alliance Church in Paris, Spring 2000 London suburb
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Christian book booth along
Paris’ street
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A AL LR Small group meeting F 4B Z R A Youth fellowship dinner F A3 P Church choir
Church member families

R 1 DL Meeting at church ##, 8 8@ Mother’s Day service R 3 Visitation 4 &4% Memorial service
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Reportedly, there are approximately 30,000 Chinese in Paris. London
comes in 2nd with 25,000 Chinese, and other European countries also
have a lot of Chinese residents. Moreover, because of the mass arrivals of
Chinese in the last few years, they can be seen everywhere in Europe. As a
result, there is a huge need for Christian workers. May the Lord have mercy
and raise up more workers. Looking back in history, the gospel was spread
from Europe across the Atlantic to the Americas, but today in Europe,
the gospel movement has shrunk to stagnation. In addition, because of
the continued arrival of Chinese to Europe, the need for Chinese gospel
workers has become so urgent there is no time to lose. Of course there are
other factors, such as language and regional differences in Europe, that led
to this shortage. May the Lord have mercy and bless Europe with another
spiritual awakening. May the gospel fields in Europe be cultivated with the
help from North America workers so that our own people, the Chinese,

may hear the gospel and accept Christ. May the church be revitalized.

The Paris Chinese Alliance Church is located near Chinatown in
District 13, which is a pretty good location. It has its own modest sanctuary
and it has both Chinese and French ministries. Because of God’s blessings,
the church grew over the years and has become very crowded. Praise the
Lord for His timely provision and for the united efforts of all the brothers
and sisters, the church was able to find a new building in the suburbs.
The younger French ministry was moved to the new church to alleviate
the overcrowding at the old church. Praise the Lord also for His callings
of two brothers, who quit their jobs and went to England for two years
to equip themselves for full-time ministry. One of them has since come
back to pastor the church for almost 2 years to date. The other one has also
graduated and is coming back soon and will be starting a Chinese ministry
at the new church. This is God’s special blessings for the Paris Alliance
Church. Not only did He bless the church with two sanctuaries, but He
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also raised up among them two full time ministers to pastor the church.
May the Lord bless and keep them in the long road ahead. Aside from the
Alliance Church, there are many Christians who worship and preach the
gospel at other places in Paris. Many of them do not have their own church.
They are groups of believers who gather for worship at a place they rented
for Sundays only. Without their own pastor, they had to invite someone to
deliver God’s message every Sunday. Several of those churches grew despite
such lacking conditions. Therefore, aside from serving at our own church,
we also try our best to help out those without their own pastors. Every
opportunity to serve the Lord brings us spiritual joy and satisfaction that
far exceed our physical labor and weariness. May the Lord raise up more

workers to cultivate His fields; May Paris be a spark for gospel fire with an

intense glow that can warm up the entire Europe.
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ERZEGEHLE P RZHITR
Church interior post-expansion

# & 5 f2 /) 41 Families with newborn cellgroup
JR 1k 2 — M) BE 2R
Paris Alliance Church, St. Maur,

formally a racquet court
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I had the opportunity to go to Amsterdam, Netherlands with Rev.
Kaan, Rev. Kwong, and Elder Wong in October, 2001. The purpose of the
trip was to explore the possibility of starting a Chinese Alliance Church in
Amsterdam and to lay the groundwork for it. After seven days of visitation
and communication, we saw the urgent need for the gospel. We could only
sigh that among the almost 10,000 Chinese in Amsterdam, fewer than 200

goes to church on Sundays. There were many old people at the three so-
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called senior associations that we got in touch with. They were there just to
kill time, not knowing they were wasting away their precious lives. Some of
the so-called old people there are younger than me. They dubbed themselves
the 3rd Class citizens because “3rd class” in Chinese is written and sounds
exactly the same as “3 wait”. They were waiting to eat, waiting to sleep and
waiting to die. Because social welfare is good and life is stable, it is a fertile
land but one that the gospel has yet to reach. Praise God for His mercies.
Today, the Amsterdam Chinese Alliance Church has sprouted from the
ground because of Rev. and Mrs. Manjohn Wong’s diligent cultivation. The
seedlings are thriving, may the Lord bless it with His showers of blessings so

that the church may soon bear fruits.

AR F Ao BB 2K — 4T B AR A A K
May the gospel spread through Netherlands one day just like these tulips did.
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Chinese Christian
Church at Amsterdam,
Netherlands.
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Netherlands Alliance Church Sunday service in December, 2004.
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Yet another opportunity to lead a 3 day service in Diisseldorf,
Germany; due to the government’s policy, there is no Chinatown in
Diisseldorf so the Chinese community is spread out in different places.
The Diisseldorf church started as a bible study group of four and has since
grown into a church of about 50. They rent a German church for Sunday
service and mostly meet for home services during the weekdays. Aside from

a few middle aged families, there are many students. Even though some of
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the students are non-believers, they would spend substantial amounts of
money on train tickets to attend fellowships on Saturday, spend a night at
their school mates” places, then attend Sunday school and Sunday service
before returning home. Because they are few in number, it is difficult to hire
their own pastor. Instead they invite pastoral staffs from nearby churches
to lead their services, some of whom actually come from neighboring
countries. Their diligent efforts are really admirable. May the Lord raise
up brothers and sisters among them to lead the church. Unfortunately due
to the distance, the Paris Chinese Alliance Church could only offer them

limited assistance.

FEAREG IR FH
' Chinese Christian Church
Sunday service

M

& Meeting at home
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of World Evangelism Symposium in Italy

comforted. They also need support and someone to talk to about their hard
work and the pressure that comes with their endeavors. We pray for them
from our hearts and hope to have the opportunity to visit them. And even

if all we could do is to offer them the work of “a cup of cold water,” the

Lord will surely remember.
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ERRG R
-4 Chinese Coordination Centre
of World Evangelism seminar

In November of 2001, I attended a symposium in Rome, Italy

for pastoral staffs from all the Chinese churches in Europe, and had the T

Rome Chinese
Church choir

opportunity to meet many pastors from different countries. The symposium

allowed me to better understand the gospel needs of countries that I had
not been to. I also learned that aside from North America, many Chinese
migrated to Europe. And this in turn means that there is a great need
for gospel workers in all these places. We also realized that some of the
missionaries are laboring alone in places where their hard work produce

lictle visible outcome. Lonely and helpless, they need to be cared for and
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BT EATES
Madrid Chinese Alliance Church

As a kid, T often fantasized about Spanish “Robin Hoods” who
robbed from the rich to feed the poor. As a youth, the image of Spain in
my mind had become synonymous with the very well-dressed, red cape
waving, sword in hand, brave and cold-blooded bull fighters known
as Spanish matadors. After becoming a Christian, I only know Spain
today as the place at the end of the world that the apostle Paul had
hoped to go preach the gospel. In June of 2003, I flew from Paris to
Madrid to serve at the Chinese Alliance Church. The Madrid Chinese
Alliance Church is a new born “Chinese baby” started by the USCACA
(USA Chinese Alliance Churches Association). It is predominantly
mandarin speaking. It is impossible to know the exact figure of the
Chinese population in Madrid ; but, reportedly there are about 10,000
Chinese with proper documents and a lot more without. So, there are
at least 20,000 Chinese in Madrid but only two Chinese churches.



44 %43 H Another Mile

Most of them are from Qingtian County, China, and it is not easy
for people from other regions to get involved. They mostly work in
restaurants, grocery stores, ‘hundred dollar” stores (equivalents of the
dollar stores in North America), or earn their living as seamstresses and
sidewalk vendors. They live a difficult life of long working hours under
huge language and cultural differences and most of them had not heard
the gospel. Although many of them showed willingness to receive the
gospel, they could not keep on because of their busy schedule. We can
only hope that the Lord have mercy on these people, whose future
is filled with uncertainties and have no place to turn to, that they
can find “The Way, The Truth and The Life”. May the Lord show
the Chinese in Madrid sympathy and grant us courage to spread the
precious gospel to them, so that they may turn their lives around and

find some peace amidst their difficulties.

4 4B Congregation

% B ## Sunday service
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Barcelona, host country for the 1992 Olympics, possesses beautiful
beaches and is a well known tourist spot. They say, “Where there are people
there is Chinese” and Barcelona is no exception. There is a substantial
number of Chinese mostly from Qingtian, Wenzhou and the Northern
parts of China and they hold similar jobs as the Chinese in Madrid.
In our effort to better understand them and explore the possibility of

gospel ministry there, we got in touch with a local sister who took us on
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visitations. Sister Chang is from Shandong and was a former cross country
runner. Another brother who went with us is also from Shandong and was
a former marathon runner. In contrast, I have a crooked left leg due to bone
proliferation. Naturally, I often trailed behind under the heat of the sun.
Though physically fatigued, I was spiritually satisfied and happy. “As long
as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sent me,” we really regret not
doing more of God’s work while we were young. “Regret comes to those

who waited till their hairs turn gray” aptly speaks of our feelings today.

EMEFEARER
Chinese gathering spot
in Barcelona

— R S AN R A
BT

JA loving sister in Christ travelled by bus
to share her home-made delicacies
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Thank God for His grace, I had the opportunity to share God’s words
at the London Chinese Alliance Church on three occasions. The London
Chinese Alliance Church was started by Rev. Thomas Chan during his
sabbatical. It started more than a decade ago as a student fellowship and
has since matured into a family oriented church, with most of the families
coming from Hong Kong and most of their congregation being middle aged
couples. Their understanding of the English language and similarities of the
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educational systems in Hong Kong and England made it easier for them to
adjust and to find suitable jobs. Almost every brother and sister has a job, and
most of them landed similar or closely related jobs as the ones they had in
Hong Kong. God’s abundant grace is really evident both in the church and
in the families. May we respond to God’s abundant grace and work as one to
prosper the gospel. I admire them and often likened them to a new machine
with high horse power, running at full capacity, and producing results that
leave us excited and in awe. The second generation English ministry is fast

ensuing, may the Lord raise more workers to harvest His crops.

A 3 E G R4 T
BBHE R LEHR
Pastor Chan, elders and
helpers from the London
Chinese Alliance Church

R EEG LR EH
London Chinese Alliance
Church Sunday service



EMAO=FNAHBE THRARIBRTREMALRER,
H—BFEtEHREes, Ya(NA+_B)BEeRETH 4T
LA, AfEFFRERMARETE, AATHRGNDE, A Lo
£ B NEF) AR B TR S TR dkaE R T, KA RF R
B AL B ABARM, REZMESAR, HHAMINRESRE R
e is  F B, R FRFEMEM ., LB — LG RAE &
War, BAGHFATRFHBER, TASAEH T,

EM B THwrEaiiE, KRSk TREERHEHM %
BEME T, MEREFREE, HAHIE R ATFEM,
EZRAREAD R (RN —ZHRAFEHNE TFBE 14K E),
EMEAGF, RHTHFEZEE, ¥ GARFHRALEF Hw+
2N, WM FHFBRY=TE IR, (RELTTRELH—
BAA), HEORAKM, KRAEHKALE LEH, BAEAERBALK
-ZT'@/\%/EIQ, aT ,Elu

RE -2 EXPEHRARLTEZERTY, TFAAELAL
H, BREBA_ZTwrRE, HLEFE, TAHY, ALY

EBRRATEENET Cayenne Alliance Church Short Term Mission | 51

R egsaikz, METRSEBGAR Y., RAMBEHEXFH$
FEH AR LT —ERENEERELERER, MARSE
B, HeEFTH, THWAAFLBE)RERMNEREME—FR
DNRRBETIHEGE £, RAALRGEAREY BRI, KA
A, BAH RWiEE KA T,

EMARA TG EEERK D, 7 KHEsEH, 3
B DMAGERZERERFE)FEFTRE, AANELH N CEARE
REARGR, RMHEREHXBLLHORENRYE, BHLE,

A8 22—, RMBAEAHRGRIFES —FHULAER, —47
FTEZAEF —LEHRZ [FA] THEE, AXFELEAHSK
X4y, ZUEHMERLE,

R A8 55 % S8 G 0 BESR SL R — 4k, 12 E£M A M
Z A, A AR L R A, R EE £ LG R A 31K,
RGNS R, TRLEFHAALMETT, AAHRIEHR.
G EMARNE, RERA—RFRAMEXG T FE, BRAEM
PAHET—RER, BTALF KRG, HNERXZIELEA
SEBE Kk, OB RARERIN R E—BAZERD, KM
X RAAE S EARFAT HB,

A=Z=B#%5BKh, RMNECREETHRBZREN S E,
88695 Hr A i BT B9 R BFARAZ B B,

o

RE



52 %43 H Another Mile

S
Morning prayer
¥ meeting

R

o . - @ . Church planning
2 N ' 5 © meeting

i REAAZEIY
Children Vacation
Bible School

I>4]

Ju

EBRRATEENET Cayenne Alliance Church Short Term Mission 53

We left Montreal on a nonstop flight at 6:00pm on August 20, 2002
and arrived in Paris at 7:00am on August 21. The next day, August 22, our
mission team of seven left Paris for Cayenne on an 8-hour trip. There is
a 5-hour time difference between Cayenne and Paris. We arrived safely on
the same day at 7:30pm local time and were met by Rev. and Mrs. Tso and
another brother. We conducted a two-day leadership training for four youth
helpers on Friday and Saturday. We also had hymn practices and material
preparations. And we went to visit some of the church members at their

stores where they spend long hours working every day.

When I spoke to them on Sunday, I extended warm greetings from
the churches in Montreal and in Paris. They were pleasantly surprised that
there are many who thought of them. Church fellowships followed the
Sunday service since Sunday afternoon is their only day off in a week. We
were mutually encouraged by our respective sharing. There were more than
40 in attendance that day, with an average age between 30 and 40 (I was the
oldest). Weather in Cayenne is steaming hot; I had my tie on because I was

giving a sermon and I was visibly soaked despite the fan being fixed on me.

What followed was a five day Children Vacation Bible School in the
mornings only, because it was too hot in the afternoon. Most businesses are
closed between 2 and 4 in the afternoon and the streets are quiet with very
few pedestrians. Safety is poor in Cayenne so people mostly stay at home in
the evening. When we went to prayer meeting or bible study at the homes
of brothers and sisters, we had to be on high alert, as though we were on a
military operation. On Thursday (August 29), not far from where we were
staying, a 41 year old Chinese store owner was killed in a robbery. We all felt
so helpless we could only asked God for His protection.

Saturday was graduation day for the Children Vacation Bible School
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and Mrs. Fong was invited to speak. More than 20 kids who spoke both
French and the Hakka dialect really enjoyed it. Seeing young children having
an opportunity to know Jesus filled our hearts with joy and happiness even if

we were soaking wet from the intense heat. Thank God for His grace!

On Monday, September 2, we went with Rev. and Mrs. Tso and another
family as a group of 13 to a mountain district to visit the “Muong people”
Alliance church. The Muong people migrated from Phnom Penh and earn

their living farming fruits and vegetables.

Though they use the same Alliance logo as we do, their church building
is completely different from ours. Their pastor is also a Muong sent by a
church in France (the pastor is 31 and his wife is in her twenties, but they
already have 5 children, really proud of them!) The brothers and sisters are
really warm. Several families jointly invited us for lunch before worship. We
were told that 11 families (each having 6 to 7 children) would be enough
to support a pastor. God’s grace is really upon all corners of the world. Our

faith was much strengthened.

At dawn of September 3, we left for Paris with a weary body full of

marks from mosquito bites, but a spirit filled with joy and excitement.
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#i% 4% Viewing baptismal ceremony
besides the lake

#) ¥ % 4% Baptism in the lake

B R R AT

Getting prepared to be baptised
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Fairy tales from the three unfamiliar and mysterious countries of
Northern Europe tell us stories about the prince and the princess living
happily in some out of this world romantic escapade; but I admire even
more the physically imposing, bearded, red-headed Viking pirates who
are armed with the shield and the sword, capped with a horned helmet
and set sail freely in their Viking ships. On July 9, we left Paris for Oslo.
Looking out from the window of our Scandinavian flight after we landed,
we saw a massive green field scattered with red brick cottages. It is a
uniquely beautiful and peaceful place with clear skies and clean air. Its
location in the northern hemisphere helps explain its sparse population.
Oslo has about two to three thousand Chinese. Most of the early Chinese
immigrants were seafarers from Zhejiang. Then came the restaurant
workers from Hong Kong and Canton who had an easier time finding
jobs because of their occupation. Their second generation have also since
settled down nicely. Due to its sparse population and high tax rates, social
welfare is very good for the local residents. By the same token, there
are not that many illegal residents because living without social welfare
is very difficult. There is an influx of Chinese students from Northern
China in recent years. They came to study and do research but at the same
time try to find a job so that they can stay. Therefore, we see a need for

both Mandarin and Cantonese ministries.

There is a Chinese Christian Gospel Church in Oslo with its own
pastor, and a congregation of 60 to 70 people attending the Mandarin
and Cantonese bilingual service. Because Protestant is Norway’s national
religion, it is relatively easy to rent a decent place for worship. Since Norway
is longitudinal in shape, the Chinese there are scattered in different places,
making it difficult for them to gather in one place. Aside from those living
in Oslo, brothers and sisters can only get together for bible studies and

other meetings in their nearby neighborhood. For example, brother Pang
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and his family is the only Chinese family in the city of Os, an 8-hour
drive from Oslo. They could only go to their nearest neighboring city of
Bergen for bible study. Even then, it still takes him 35 minutes by car. There
are more than a hundred Chinese in Bergen in the restaurant business. In
addition, there is a college with a lot of Chinese students and researchers.
But unfortunately, they do not have a pastor who can lead them regularly.
May the Lord raise up someone from amongst them to attract more
Chinese and also to lead bible studies and Sunday worships. Thank God
for His grace, in September of 2003, the Norway Gospel Church and the
two Chinese churches in Sweden joined hands in starting a Chinese church
in Stavanger, a city in the west side of Norway, and agreed to be financially

responsible for their pastor.

On Sunday, July 11, I spoke at the Oslo Chinese Church and had a
pleasant time talking to the brothers and sisters there. Also, I participated
in the preparation of the joint summer conference that was to be held in
Sweden. On Monday, July 12, we boarded a tour bus early in the morning
heading for the camp site of the Sweden summer conference. After 7 hours
of bus ride, we reached our destination, a place with mountains, lakes and
great plains. In this beautiful environment stands a dormitory campus with
a church sanctuary. The dormitories were clean and roomy, the food was
good and plenty, all the meals were prepared by the brothers and sisters who
work in restaurants. Everything was so properly done and very cost effective.
Our thanks go to them and may the Lord remember them and bless them
for their hard work. The total camp attendance was 270 people. Chinese
service speakers were Rev. Lee Ting Woo and Rev. John Hsu. Youth service
speakers were Rev. Dick Kaan and a youth pastor from Toronto. The short
term mission team from North America also assisted. I was assigned to lead
a senior group and Mrs. Fong led the couples and young children groups.
We had a lot of fun and really enjoyed sharing and learning together at the
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camp. To top it all, seven people got baptized, and the baptism took place in
the lake. How beautiful and memorable that was. The abundant, week long
spiritual meal (as they coined it) came to pass quickly and we sadly headed
back, each to his own home, but looking forward to the following year’s 25th

summer conference where we can be fed spiritually once again.

Two hours of bus ride took us to Stockholm, the capital city of Sweden,
which is the strongest of the three Nordic countries and has the most Chinese
population. With Norway to its left, and Finland to its right, Sweden is also
known as the country of thousand islands. It is said that there are more
than 20,000 islands in all, big and small. In fact, its capital, Stockholm,
is made up of 14 big islands. Sweden is also the richest of the three in
history and literature. Its twenty to thirty thousand Chinese residents live
in different cities based on where they work. Sweden is also a country with
many churches, most of them Lutheran churches. The Stockholm Chinese
Gospel Church also borrows the church building of a Lutheran church. The
place is big enough but unfortunately we can use it only for a few hours
on Sunday. So the church rents another location for its office and for small
group meetings. Brothers and sisters in Sweden have similar backgrounds as
those from Norway, and there is an increasing need for mandarin ministry.
There is also a Chinese Gospel Church in Gothenburg. At present the three
Gospel churches (in Stockholm, Gothenburg and Oslo) are responsible for
promoting the gospel ministries of the entire Northern Europe. Back in
August of 2002, they started a church in Malmo, a city in southern Sweden
where there is a larger Chinese population. There are other places which are
still quite unreachable at the present time. We pray that the Lord will call up

more workers to reap His harvest.

In order for us to visit local churches in Finland, we took a cruise for

the first time in our lives. The cruise left on Wednesday, July 21, at 5:00
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pm and got to Helsinki, the capital city of Finland, at 9:00 am Thursday
morning. A sister, whom we met in the summer conference, was very happy
to arrange our itinerary in Finland and took us to see the pastor of the local
church. Because we were leaving on the same day (leaving at 5:00 pm to
arrive in Stockholm at 11:00 am on Friday, where we will fly back to Paris
at 2:00 pm) this is the most economical (no hotel expenses) and time saving

option for us to accomplish several goals at the same time. Praise the Lord!

Finland is a country of thousand lakes, with Sweden on its left and
Russia connected to its right. Because it was once under Russia’s rule for
more than 300 years, the architecture in its capital city is filled with Russian
influence. There are not that many Chinese, only about 2000. There is no
Chinatown, Chinese restaurants are dispersedly located, and Cantonese is
commonly used. It is said that 80% of the people in Finland are Lutheran
Christians. Grand old churches are all over the city but there is only one
Chinese church in Helsinki. We visited Rev. Paul Huang, who came from
China as a scholar many years ago and was hired to preach the gospel to
the Chinese after he finished his seminary studies. Therefore, this Chinese
church is actually a mission ministry of the seminary. The church has a small
congregation, mostly mandarin speaking like Rev. Huang, hence the lack of
involvement from the Cantonese speaking Chinese and restaurant workers.
Since the salary for the pastor and the rent for the building are both taken
care of, offerings and support from the congregation are understandably
lesser. When asked about the needs of the church, Rev. Huang said “more
workers” without hesitation. May the Lord help them and call more workers
to finish His work.

On our way back, the cruise offered onboard entertainments like
casino, night club, karaoke, bar and duty-free shops, with crowds of people

everywhere, but none of those activities interested us. We went to our
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room and sat quietly by the window. In front of us was an ocean without
boundaries and the sky was clear. The stunningly beautiful scene of the sun
setting below the horizon left us in awe of God’s greatness. The serenity of
the moment brought peace to our heart and also reminded us of a phrase
from the ‘Hymns of Life’, “Give of your best to the Master, Give of the
strength of your youth......”. Dear Lord, strengthen us that we may give of
our best to you, not from our past, but every day from now on. We thought

we saw God smiling when rays of sunlight broke through the clouds.

Stephen Fong, Esther Tam
July 23, 2004

Written on the cruise



[REEAT, B AR, —& % L4 Le4F AFRAI3RE,
BEATFTHARAEHRREAIINTE, BARTHRME, ABAESTE
EAERE A LB S e (OB, A1 A5 BRIMES
ZXORT IR (AAMETAES — X)) HRMH LB Ty —
FT, B RAGFRA MR R FFTE ; 4 UMFEEFZIR
9B, AEERROARG L, FRAHNT CRNER, CEAL
T AR E, A2 R A B A%, BRI LR e AT,
FRMANE MITE TR, Lo RSB KA =40 691
B FRATHOG R, [BETRRIREEELE R, EEHAR
BEREN ZERRARAFELRTRE, AT HARERMERE, |
G127 1) ®ERAFEORTTLEERALE,

AFEREARGERT A S ANEMR, REZOHKE,
HE VIR E T RA L5 6BIBAT M. AV REAN — R,
—RFE, BHNMR—RRCHEE, —RBRAE, AR
Vi ARBRR T B FeA R AT 8 ER, ERMEE—2HE,
MR K, AWEREMAE T B, G T RMAE SR
2, BREF LR, HEFTHAREN Rk, BHFGEFZ,

#4% M A New Contact | 69

AL LT RS F AR, 72 AY A RME B — 1%
X6 3,

SA28HEM—BEEBFTHRMBIM, ERXHL—FESE
* [#%3% | (Boros, 2245 044) RH—LEBERA, MAHXIT,
RATEAZS, MBAREER, THELY, BALKEHE £
R mBE, BAFERIE | 5F P, RMNRAZ—F, BEETXS
A—k, EEZRAFERPHRARE, RALE, FREHRAT,
M AR IE B A EAAR B —F AR, B E L TFAEN T, &K
MRS AEEFE—F, T—Fdefl 2L EME R,

2A 9B REHS, RMEFT TS ERFTERIGHALY
BEARKBRSF, RABT AIHORE, ATRLET IR
HRE>FH, RAKEHMAEZEMAET, CELERBR
T, AR T, AR B S NT 4AA88E21 08
BREAABHE I RMG—E (AT, #FZENHLAS
B, AAWHEHETFET, t 2P UeHA LA HETELA
B, BTARRRMAEES o8 TREESERZ FLT, K
A 1R S e 77

Malmo (B MZE) Aiptdsm, A% = IRT, BFLRHEL
(#H3hFRA2), MENEARMLFERES, UAWALTA
(M EEAE—) . REREAKEGH O FILIAMNFL AT T h—
ARG EMERMBEF L, HANFRAH—MEE, KMH4A98
21 1 BaTAEERGM, X, DE4Em CREZRRIE) AT 28 R
ENF, R FFROEEEERLMEMIEFARE, BHILRML
ERREG, AINEZMBBEIRMEEL, EIERE,



70 %43 H Another Mile

4R 168RM—ATOAR LLEBRYI LR, JT4S
B okAs, AEEEAME, ERATAE, TRATKE, WG ER
Z 8, HEAAZTHBBEITF SHAEEGEG, BEME, €465
Tk, —Z ik, BEEE, dEEE, KL 3D EREE
FEI A BAT A, BEEFHROARAZREGRER, A4
H—FEAHE, BBETH, mAREARTO L ELE —F4S
A AR BB 69 AL B B AP 0 R AT, R P 69 28 R S skl
AR )8 b B S ke, AEREZRAELTEAMEKGEHT
VB, HER NG, FREALFRA RMAZETE LS A6,
BRF— O RM G EE, LALEBME PSS HIRAGREZAL
— BB, FHRERY, REBEZELAFLRMZIFR | &
Mg AR T —@ [FPBRE], E@FTERE, @b
1385, RAMGESEAESARS, THES L, ABEHIESY
ER, HRMEA—AEARGEARL, BIFERAPR, #HEE
B9 AW AR, B E WAL, T8 R 69 G
FHERM AV, BEXFHY, ARG B E TA -k
BREAMGHMGEE, RM—ATAEME A THREHGEAL
M8, JEMDEEB SR, FCHEIHE, LETROFRSE
FCEHEEATHRA—MEAREG, RERAINTHERESE, BHTT
RGBS, T A, FEANENFEMG T —MEARE, &
A ALBR P AR 6 B LR Bl S 0B, EAENEA P, RMHEE R
B9 3 F AR ED REFBITEBROF L, BHOEARGLE
AP K K AGAAS T T4 LA,

Ak RRBRA
—00&z$mwA+TAH
a3 T BE

#H: /% A New Contact 71

“Time is like an arrow shot out of the bow, days are like the fast turning
thread holder in a sewing machine’ is a Chinese idiom used to describe how
quickly time flies. In the blink of an eye, it's been 3 months since we arrived
in Gothenburg, the second largest city in Sweden, on January 5. (Stockholm
is the largest city in Sweden). Every day is filled with endless things to do
and a lot of planning; likewise God’s grace is more than sufficient. Crops are
ripe for harvest in this massive field and our hearts are burning with urgency.
But God is full of mercy and goodness; he understands our weakness and
grants us peace within. We experience His greatness and works of wonder
and at the same time enjoy His abundant grace. “Unless the LORD builds
the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city,
the watchmen stand guard in vain.” (Psalm 127:1). Oh, how precious and

true are the revelations from God’s words.

After three months in Gothenburg, we have slowly come to know and
better understand the church, the different fellowships and all the brothers
and sisters. By God’s grace we worship together, serve together, and pray
together in Christian fellowship. Though there are still many untold
difficulties, but we are willing to put all things in God’s hands by prayers
and supplications. And God let us see some rays of hope and strengthened
our faith. Though there are still pressing needs in the church and among the
brothers and sisters, we have learned to rely on God as one, looking upon

God to open a new and living way.

March 28, Monday of the Easter weekend, along with two brothers we
drove to Boros, a city 50 minutes away to visit some old church members.
We were able to gather more than 10 of them; they all live too far from
Gothenburg and could not come to worship. We all felt badly about that and
decided to try Saturday morning communion worship once a month at one

of their homes. Boros has reportedly more than 1000 Chinese. May the Lord
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bless and establish the work of His hands. As we were united in taking the
first step, God will show us the next step.

On February 9, Chinese New Year, we invited more than 10 Chinese
graduate students for dinner at our place. We had sharing after dinner and
just like that, a non-regular meeting group was organized. After four such
meetings they were no longer complete strangers to Christianity, their hearts
began to soften like loosened soil; God’s time has arrived. We encouraged them
to participate in the “Camp for Scholars” hosted by Northern Europe Chinese
Christian Church from April 8th to the 10th, where brother Yuan Zhiming
was the invited speaker. All 12 of them responded to God’s calling and accepted
the Lord. What follows is the exciting yet concerning work of follow up and
further development. May the Lord have mercy and give us strength.

Located in the south, Malmo, the third largest city of Sweden, is three
hours from Gothenburg by car. There are even more Chinese immigrants in
Malmo than in Gothenburg. Part of the almost 4,500 Chinese immigrants
there came from Vietnam. Northern Europe Chinese churches joint ministry
already sent a pastor there two years ago to start the ministry and is going to
start a church next year. We visited them from April 9th to April 11, both of
the Rev. Kaan brothers (Wilson and Dick) had been there to speak to them
before. The older members of the congregation also know Rev. Jonathan Kaan
very well. As a result, we were welcomed with open arms. We encouraged

each other and served the Lord together, prospering the gospel.

On April 16, we drove passed the world renowned Oresund Bridge
which connects Sweden and Denmark. This massive bridge has a higher level
for the cars and a lower level for the trains. On its completion in 1999, the
Crown Prince Frederik of Denmark and Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden

met on the bridge, and they kissed to mark the opening of the bridge to
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traffic. It was a joyous moment for both countries. We reached Copenhagen,
the capital city of Denmark, in three hours. This fairy tale country has more
than 10,000 Chinese immigrants but not even one single Chinese church.
That’s really unfortunate. Chinese gospel ministry is instead undertaken by a
group of respected elderly European missionaries and their offspring, whose
forefathers had been pioneer missionaries to China. Some of their families
served China for 2 to 3 generations and even gave their lives to China. Some
older members told me these missionaries were born in China and speak
fluent mandarin. It is not unusual to run into foreigners who speak mandarin
in northern Europe. In fact some of them speak better mandarin than we
do. Out of love they organize a “Denmark Chinese Fellowship” to get in
touch with and preach gospel to the Chinese. We are really touched by their
gesture of love. Unfortunately, language and cultural differences, custom and
tradition disparities have made it very difficult to start a Chinese church.
Seeing Chinese churches in Norway and Sweden being established one by
one, and seeing similarities in their background with Norway and Sweden,
they invited us to work with them. And we are willing to assist and support in
the starting of a Chinese church in Copenhagen. Therefore we proceeded to
gather a number of small groups to discuss the matter and to work together
to start a church. Actually, they had long wanted to have a Chinese church
of their own. Now they could see that God has heard their prayers and the
time is now. After initial planning and discussion, we hope to have a Chinese
church in Denmark by early next year. This is the hope of all Christians
(Chinese and foreigners alike) in Northern Europe. In the ensuing months,
we will go to Denmark regularly for meetings and to assist in their different
ministries. With God’s abundant blessings, may the new Chinese church be
established in Denmark.
Stephen Fong  Esther Tam
April 18,2005 Gothenburg, Sweden
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FALME -REEAE Renting space from a local church—Smyrna Church
CEAHE -
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* Religion: Lutheran

* 820,000 population,
7,000 of them Chinese

* Chinese work mainly in the
restaurant business

B Chinese church: Northern Europe
Chinese Christian Church
- 1979 Fellowship started
- 1985 Church started

¢ 40-50 attendants
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BEISRIRER Caring & Visitation

BEZ2/)\4B Fellowship Groups

e/ N JE Snack bar & % /]» 48 Fellowship cellgroup

FAKLEZ R WH A % e /] R Family gathering % # 3 ¥ Dinner gathering
Chinese owned cafe restaurant Visiting senior home



78 %43 H Another Mile

EZZ/\iE Fellowshlp Groups
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RREREFHALE

Family worship & communion

[RE—H) 2514
“Experiencing God” study group

#7# @ Prayer meeting

LA FF Cellgroup praise practice

ST
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SIEEEEE T Restaurant Gospel Outreach

L

4% 8 ® Restaurant gospel fellowship
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Gospel meal (sharing gospel with restarant owners while dining at their restaurants)
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B4 ET Student Ministry $IBIFRE Special Meetings

£ £ 434 R4 Student gospel meeting BRE [$8AG S@ 0 a BEREAE - RENLHLEH & F % Retreat lunch
“Abundant Life” campus bible study group Evangelical retreat—Yuan Zhiming
as speaker

e
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B Lo 5B —T 48 WP EHEEHETESH A HF VAR

Coworker retreat morning prayer meeting Small group choir sang at Sweden Smyrna

Church’s Chinese Mission Day

A B LB BE A Valentine’s Day couples dinner

Jik #. 42 Baby Dedication ceremony =K 4 A family photo of 3 generations

% 3t 65 )8 A AT # B4 Good Friday candle light prayer meeting
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Boras5E— /XS (ZKREDi#ETT) Boras First Meeting (At Home) Boras#i 224 Boras New Meeting Place

=

K& 5 7 Family worship HRE B (B ABEEHTHE) 4 1% 4. Boras congregation
New meeting place
(borrowed from Lutheran church)

Falkoping/VEE#FE Falkoping Bible Study

4 Communion F &R %484 F Communion and bible study
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* 5,000 Chinese population
* 2002 : Started a gospel

fellowship with about

50 attendants.
* 2005: Church started
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B A EHAYEHF Newly built Muslim mosque in Malmo

BEREHESF
Sharing at Malmo church

o+ ARG AEFBEHG T EHE (BR
% A2 RAF LB 3 #EAHE) Photo
taken with retired missionary (who served
in Hong Kong in 1940s and is still active in
helping Chinese churches)
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A New Qutlook at Copenhagen, Denmark
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o A W EABE LI

o FAKE A EHMHEATF
(3 #17~20064F & L)

¢ over 10,000 Chinese

population e
o most Chinese work in JNLERZF Small group praise team (v ER] 2044 (Wt 3A%E)
“Denmark Chinese Fellowship” Sunday
restaurants service (40+ attendants)

|+ 2-3 bible study groups started
* in preparation of starting a

' Chinese church (scehduled

to open in 20006)
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i R E ik KA N AR = A) Flight to Stavanger, Norway
(With only 6 passengers: pilot, co-pilot, stewardess, and the 3 of us)

B &% 423 A8 # Uppsala Chinese fellowship
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“Out you go, to the south and to the north, to the east and to the west,
fertile lands are before you, the land you tread belongs to you..... ,” what
an encouraging hymn. Where there are gospel seeds to spread, and where
there are tender shoots to plant, there are fertile fields waiting for you. And
the land that your feet treads is your responsibility to cultivate. “Go out and
remain not where you are” said the Lord. With added strength from the Lord
we should step out from the confines of the church to plant and to cultivate,

“Believe in God’s promise, He will give that land to you.”

On our way back from Montreal to Sweden in mid August, we stopped
by Paris to lead a summer conference. We are leaving Sweden for good in
four months, but because there are still many things to do and many needs
waiting to be met, there is an ever present churning inside. We really come
to understand that “Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in
vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in

vain.” At the same time, we hope to work as hard as we can while it is day.

We went to Stavanger, the 3rd largest city in Norway, for 6 days because
their pastor Yang was on vacation. There is only about 600 to 800 Chinese in
Stavanger, and they live quite close to each other in this small city. The gospel
situation has improved a lot since the Northern Europe Chinese churches
jointly sent Pastor and Mrs. Yeung Kwok Leung there about 3 years ago.
Thank God for His grace, they would be able to establish their own church in
ayear or two. We went on visitations, led bible studies and Sunday worships,
and took part in meetings during our stay. We came back to Sweden physically
fatigued but filled with joy and thanksgiving,.

The congregation in Gothenburg is not big at the present time but
several matters have to be attended to: the election of deacons, the passing of

the church budget, the general assembly, and the 20th church anniversary on
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Oct. 30th. Moreover, the place and time of worship are both not ideal, so the
need to find a more suitable place is urgent. All these important responsibilities
really fall on just a few of the members. And how do we work with them to
the delight of the Lord? There is a lot to learn and we really need to pray
often. Despite the relatively small size cellgroups, we tried to provide them

with trainings. We need to just cultivate and do our best to meet their needs.

Six hours train ride away from Gothenburg is Uppsala, where there is
a mandarin fellowship. Most of the members were scholars from China who
settled down because they found a job and started a family. The fellowship
was started more than 10 years ago but they do not have a long term pastor to
lead them. The neighboring church of Stockholm is unable to provide them
with assistance at the moment so they turn to us instead. Starting in July, we
will go there on a regular basis to lead their worships, we hope God will soon

raise people to succeed.

We still go to Boras once a month and every one of us continue to
experience God’s grace and guidance for the past 6 months. There are other
places we help out occasionally. Those we cannot reach we could only ask

God for His mercy and blessings.

The Chinese church in Copenhagen is still in the process of starting
up and we hope that the 3 to 4 Chinese fellowships there could unite and
become the foundation of the church. Because the Gothenburg church and
the Copenhagen church are near and know each other, this ministry naturally
falls on us too. As a result, we have to go lead their worship once a month and
to work with their core members in promoting this huge ministry. May the
Lord help us.

We shall leave Gothenburg for Paris on December 8th and fly back
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to Montreal 5 days later. We have been away from “Home” for 4 years now
and I am eligible for old age pension starting late November. We plan to first
go to the United States to be with our children and granddaughter for 2 to
3 months. Also, next year happens to be the sabbatical for the pastor at our
“mother” church, (South Shore Chinese Alliance Church). If it is the will
of God, and the desire of the brothers and sisters there, we would be more
than happy to serve with them during that time period. Therefore, I told our
brothers and sisters in Gothenburg that if God leads us back to Sweden, it
will be September of the following year at the earliest. Even though it is never
easy to say goodbye, we all know that God’s grace is always beyond what we
hope for and ask for. Furthermore, I truly believe that though I do not know
about tomorrow, I do know who holds the future! Amen.

Stephen Fong  Esther Tam
September 26, 2005
Gothenburg, Sweden
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“Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, much grace was
given me”. We came to realize that the golden years of our lives need not be
a helpless wait for the sun to set. As long as we are willing to give our lives to
God and let Him lead us, we can still be an encouragement and a motivation
to those around us. And we trust that even our work of providing “a cup of

cold water” will be remembered by God.

God’s calling is beyond national boundary, race, age, or social class.
When His calling comes, our lives are no longer a helpless wait for befalling

darkness and life’s eventual ending.
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Before they fall on the ground, the bright red autumn leaves
can still stand out with its glamorous colors.
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As it gradually sets below the horizon,
the setting sun can still shine with lofty twilight,
though it be not as bright as the rising sun,
it can still offer us genial warmness.
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How beautiful, how good and how pleasant are the feet of those who

bring good news and good tidings!

Thank God who blessed us with such beautiful “Years of life”, and
protected, led, and blessed each and every step we took. May His name be
exalted and glorified.

Thanks to Rev. Jonathan Kaan, who’s words, deeds and spiritual insights
has been an example for us for over 30 years. Aside from encouraging us and
praying for us, he also reminded us that it is not about “taking a step as we
saw one,” but rather, it is “seeing a step as we took one.” It was with such

conviction that we hesitantly took this big step forward.

Thanks to Rev. Dick Kaan for his guidance, arrangements and
encouragements in Europe, and for removing all barriers that we could
possibly think of, so that we could progress from “Short term mission” (twice
in 2000) to “Mid term mission” (more than 2 months of valuable experiences
in 2001) and onto the 3 year “Long term mission” (from 2002 to 2005).
Three years later, Rev. Kaan amazingly arranged for us to serve in the Chinese
churches in northern Europe (from 2005-2007).

Thanks to brothers and sisters of the South Shore Chinese Alliance Church
for their support. Despite our own insufficiencies, they let us go, so that we could

bring good testimonies to our own people, the Chinese in far away countries.

Special thanks to Elder and Mrs. Ardan To of the South Shore Chinese
Alliance Church for their hospitality from 2002 up to the present. Everytime
we return to Montreal, they welcome us to their home like family. As a result

we do not even remember that we no longer have a residence in Montreal.

Also thanks to Mr. and Mrs. John Ko and Elder Yan Chuen Lim. Aside from
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picking us up and sending us off every time we travel to Montreal, they also
provided prestigious cars for our means of transportation during our stay.
Add in the warm treatments of all the brothers and sisters, we feel like we

have everything even though we seemingly do not have anything.

Thanks to the Montreal Chinese Alliance Church for their support
and prayers. Special thanks to brother and Mrs. Si Ching Lam for their love
gifts and support every time we go back to our mission fields. Their faithful
support for the ministry, and their labour of providing a “cup of cold water”

God will surely remember.

Thanks to our 2 sons and daughters-in-law (Jay and Candy, Van and
Jocelyne). Not only did they encourage us to go out to the missions, they
also prayed for us and supported us throughout. The biggest thanksgiving is
to God for His protection and blessings for our family all these years, so that
we could be without worries while we were away from home. Many thanks
to our daughter-in-law (Candy) for designing the front cover for us, and for
doing the typesetting, publishing and binding, so that this little memorial

booklet could come to be.

Special thanks to Elder Yan Chuen Lim for translating this booklet into
English despite his very busy schedule.

May this booklet be pleasing to God, and may it be a testimony of
God’s almightiness and goodness. And may all the glory and praise be to our
Father in heaven. Amen!

Stephen Fong  Esther Tam
Recorded in Irvine , California
August 15, 2011
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Family portrait taken on September 2011 in Orange County, California, USA



