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#2 2 %5 ( Philip Chi)

When | was still a child, I had no religion. The first time |
went to church was when | was 6. At that time, however, | was not
interested in becoming a Christian and | did not know Christ
because | was still young. My first encounter with Christ was when
I entered a private Christian school in grade 3. Every day | could
hear my teachers preaching news about the bible and giving
testimonies of themselves. Soon | started to have interest in Christ
Jesus and began reading the bible. At first, I didn't believe in any
of the words in the bible and | had no interest in the lord, but I
slowly changed... After some time, | started to understand the
message of Jesus and realized that all the words written in the bible
are true. It was during that time that | started to trust in the lord
and began my journey with Christ. The bible taught me many
things and God helped me many times. God blessed me in
numerous ways whether during exams or during bad situations in
my lifetime. Up until now, | never regretted following Christ and |
believe that he will guide me through my difficulties. There are
countless of examples in which Christ has helped me with and in
him, my faith has greatly increased since the day | decided to
follow God.

Brother Timothy Tsz Ho

My name is Timothy Tsz Ho Tsang. Thank you all for
coming to our witness testimony and baptism. Just to introduce me
a little bit, 1 am a slowpoke and a sceptical person. Slowing things
I do and you have to poke me to get things going. For example, |
was supposed to be on this course, doing what |1 am doing now a
few years back. Honestly 1 was not ready. It is strange because |
grew up in a Christian family. I had all the knowledge that |
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needed about God and His love for us. If you asked me, a few
years ago, if I would put my trust and my life in His hand, I would
not know what to say. My mother askedmeover and over "Are you
ready to get baptized? ". | told her | was waiting for a
miracle. Personally I want to experience His grace before making
my move. | am a sceptical person. Today, | am standing in front of
you all and say that I got that miracle. | was not able to see it until
recently because | was living in it for the past 3 years. In these 3
years, | found what | want to do. | found a leadership in life. I went
into a school that teaches 3D animation and Digital Design. Got
interested in animation, puts reviews some of the best people and
had the opportunity to become friends with. I had many defeats,
failures, frustration and anger.l was depressed for some
time. These friends that | put at school, they might not know it is
intended because of their help, their support, their encouragement,
and their silly jokes that | was able to get through. In addition, |
was able to land on my first professional job, the one that | was
thriving for the past 3 years after my graduation. You might say
that It is only natural that I eventually find a job. Finding a job yes
but finding the job, no. No everyone can land on the job that they
want in the VFX industry right effective their graduation. Not
many people can start as a junior 3D animator all which is what |
am now. Currently I am working on my first professional project
as an animator in a small but wonderful studio in downtown
Montreal. Apparently, 1 am doing fine with my inexperience
odd. If you saw Riddick recently, well the studio participated in the
production. | had the right people supporting me | was at the right
time, in the right time and know the right person. This is more than
luck miracle. 1 think it is really.If 1 am a lucky person, 1 would
have born into a rich family like Bill Gates, Michael Jackson gold
Brat Pit and Angelina Jolie as mother have. No | do not have That
36




Kind of luck. All the tiny mini blessings and grace in the past 3
years added up and here I am. In all honesty, | would even say that
was God blessing me even before 3 years. Image yourself in living
a place in which you do not speak French for 24 years. You have a
family to feed 2 kids and one elderly, with limited resource and
contacts. Well my mother achieved just that and | do not think that
is either lucks. She is not the only one. This woke me up also
because if this is not God miracle then | do not know what it
is. Thank you for listening. This is my testimony.
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MY LIFE JOURNEY AFTER TAIWAN

By Pastor Jane Yang
Translated by Stanley Kwan

TEACHING ( DISCIPLINE )

There is a hymn which | love to listen.

OLIVES THAT HAVE KNOWN NO PRESSURE

-Olives that have known no pressure
Never can oil bestow;

If the grapes escape the winepress,
Cheering wine can never flow;
Spikenard only thro’ the crushing,
Its fragrance can diffuse.

Shall I then, shrink from the suff’ring
That Thy love would so induce?

-Refrain!

Each blow | suffer

T’s true gain to me.

In the place of what Thou takest
Thou dost give Thyself to me.
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-Do my heart-strings need Thy stretching
Music divine to prove?

Must the sweetest music come from

The harsh treatment of Thy love?

Lord, | fear no deprivation

If | be drawn to Thee;

| would yield in full surrender

All Thy heart of love to see.

-I" m ashamed, my Lord, for seeking
Myself to guard always;

Though Thy love had done its stripping,
Yet | felt compelled Thy way.

Lord, according to Thy pleasure
Complete Thy work in me;

Heeding not human feelings,

Only do what pleases Thee.

-If Thy mind and mind should differ,
Pursue, O Lord, Thy way;

If Thy pleasure means my sorrow,
Still my heart shall answer, “ Yea! “
‘Tis my deep desire to please Thee,
Though | might suffer loss;

E’ven though Thy delight and glory
Mean that | endure the cross.

-Oh, | ‘Il praise Thee, e’en if weeping
Be mingled with my song.

Thine increasing sweetness calls forth
Grateful praises all day long.

Than everything to me;

Thou increase and | decrease, Lord-
This is now my only plea.

Thou hast made Thyself more precious
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Since | became a follower of Jesus, Lord has given me
numerous disciplinary lessons.

One day, while we were operating our store, mother, brother
and | went to the market to purchase inventory. We took the bus
to the market. The drivers were all versatile as they performed
two jobs at the same time, driving and conducting. Passengers
who did not have the exact bus fare were provided changes as
well. This day, | was given more changes than | was supposed to
have received. It was about 50 cents too much, but | thought it
was only a small amount and so | kept it. It was customary that
when the driver could not provide the change at the time of
boarding, the passenger would then ask for the change when
alighting from the bus. However, often this was not done because
the passenger was in such a hurry that he would forget. In case
like this, the bus company gained. Now this was my turn. | also
had the attitude that it was the driver who was careless and
provided me too much change. | did not commit any crime and so
| took advantage of the situation. It was all because of my
avariciousness.

Having finished purchasing the stock, we called for a trucking
service at the market entrance. At that time, we still did not have
our own delivery van. When we arrived back at our store, we
realized that there was some stock missing. We figured it was
either left behind in the market or was stolen when we were
loading it. So we rushed back to the market and were thankful
that our goods were not taken. We needed to call another time
for the trucking service. At the end of the day when everything
was settled, | did the total count both in terms of inventory and
expenses. My calculation showed me that the two-time
transportation charge was exactly 100 times of the extra change
( 50 cents ) | had kept from the bus driver. | pondered if
thisincident was a kind of punishment from my Lord or this was
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only bad luck, as many people would call it.

About a week later, we went to the same market again for
supplies. Once again, the driver gave me extra change. | was
hesitating whether | should be honest and return to the driver the
extra fare which | was not supposed to pocket. But then the
greediness was in control and | decided not to.

| became very careful not to make the same mistake again
this time. What happened a week earlier was, | believed, only my
bad luck. First | registered with the truck driver to see what spot
was available. We were in line for the second delivery. However,
the driver was willing to do us a favor. He would ask for the
permission from the registrant ahead to serve us first. It was
because our delivery would only take half an hour, while his
would take an hour and half. The truck driver came back with a
piece of good news for us but we had to act quickly. After the
transport of the stock to our store was completed, we again
noticed that something was missing. History repeated itself. My
final figures indicated that once again | had to compensate 100
times of the extra change from the bus driver. This must be a
message from God. Since then, | became very alert in terms of the
receiving and spending of the money.

At the end of 1986, we bought our second ten passenger and
cargo van. One day, as usual we went to the market for supplies.
When we came back, | studied the bill and noticed that there
were some errors. First, a box of chocolate powder was being
charged for a zero amount. The price, as | remembered was ten
dollars ( US ). The two experiences reminded me that for money |
wrongly took, | would need to compensate 100 times, so for ten
dollars ( US ), it would be 1000 US dollars. | would rather return
the box to the market. But then | also realized that there were
other items being priced more. So | did the calculation and the
result was that the difference between the actual figure and the
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one that appeared on the receipt were insignificant. | then
believed that it would be alright for me to leave it as was.

A week later, we went to shop at the same market. | took the
opportunity to question the manager; whether they had
increased the prices while leaving the marked price on the shelves
unchanged. This practice happened frequently because the
Argentinean peso was unstable in the international currency
market and price of the commodities could change few times a
day. He told me that they had not adjusted their prices in the last
two weeks. Further in the conversation, the manager asked me of
what product was being charged wrongly so that he could
conduct an investigation. Having checked with the price marked
on the shelf, the manager came back to me with a possible
explanation. He gathered that the cashier might have registered
the wrong brand and so we got charged more. At that moment, |
should have mentioned to the manager about the zero dollar
chocolate powder. But | did not because there were many
Chinese customers around, and my being honest might turn me
into a laughing stock for them. However | knew that God’s
redemption would one day arrive.

The next day, as usual, at around 5:00 in the morning,
brother opened the door for the milk man to deliver his milk.
Brother was being asked of why the door of our van stayed
opened. He investigated and noted that the vehicle was broken
into and the sound system had been stolen. On the same day, |
took the vehicle to the garage for repair. The cost was 1000
dollars ( US ), exactly 100 times of the price of the chocolate
powder.

In 1995, we immigrated to Canada. It was in May when there
were lobster festivals all around in Montreal supermarkets. The
price was only $3.99 for each piece. A friend suggested that we
purchased more lobsters and placed them in the freezer for
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future consumption. We followed his advice. In the supermarket,
we bought 20 lobsters and put them in 10 bags. It was simply
because we did not want to waste more bags. However the locals
from Montreal would only place one lobster in one bag.

There were long queues. The cashier only wanted to know
how many bags we had, instead of how many lobster we took.
The answer for her was straight forward and at that time we did
not have any intention to cheat. We were then charged for $40.00.
| tried to correct the error and requested our friend to convey the
message that we had taken 20 lobsters. At that time | could hardly
speak English or French. My friend refused. His reason was very
simple, a big supermarket could not care or less about the 10
lobsters.

Pretty soon, | realized that | owed the supermarket $39.90. |
was very worried that God would make me pay 100 times later.
This was certainly beyond my capability. | tried to think of a
method to compensate. So in the following Sunday Service, |
made a small gesture and gave $40.00 for the weekly offering.
However, in the following week this matter still bothered me
because | still had a sense of incompleteness. | thought of my
friend. He took 80 lobsters and paid for only 40. It was because he
followed what we had done and placed two in one bag. Therefore
| believe that | should bear some kind of responsibility. In the
following Sunday Services, | made a bigger amount of offering
($160.00 ). After that, | had a sense of relief.

At the end of that year ( 1995 ), | went back to Argentina to
pay tribute to my parents; they were still buried there. | was
invited to be the guest in the Reverend’s house. Coincidentally, it
was our church annual mission conference. Reverend Chen was
the speaker for the conference. He was from out of town and was
also staying in our Reverend’s house. One afternoon, he gave a
touching sermon. He described himself as a naughty son of a
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doctor. Not appreciating his background, Reverend Chen often
got himself into trouble with the law. He participated in fighting
and stealing activities. Finally, at eighteen, he changed and
became a believer of Christ. The Pastor who led him to Jesus,
always taught him that in order to fight with sin, a person must
confess and redeem.

Reverend Chen shared his own experience with the whole
congregation. Many years ago when Reverend Chen was still a
juvenile delinquent, he stole a pair of pliers from a hardware store.
Years later, he went back to the store and paid for the pair of
pliers. The owner was very surprised and wondered why he would
do that after such a long time. Reverend Chen replied by saying
that he was a Christian and would pay for what he owed; this was,
for him, a way to glorify our almighty Lord. So as far as he could
remember, Reverend Chen had since then paid back for he had
owed. When he finished his sermon, Reverend Chen asked each
one of us to ponder what sin had been committed. This lobster
matter was still fresh in my mind despite the fact that | had
already made $40.00 and $160.00 of offerings to the church. | did
not know what else | could do. Finally, | got an opportunity to
discuss this matter with Reverend Chen. He stressed that our Lord
would not want my dirty money. | must go back to the
supermarket and repaid for what | owed for the ten lobsters.

| discussed this matter with brother and sister-in-law once |
went back to Montreal. They both agreed with Reverend Chen.
However our priority was to go to Toronto to visit some friends. It
was in Toronto’s Chinatown where we parked our vehicle at a no-
parking place. In order not to receive a parking ticket, our friend
suggested that brother should stay and when necessary to move
the vehicle. We shopped for a very long time and brother started
getting worry. He decided to leave the vehicle and looked for us.
Brother had forgotten our vehicle was in a no-parking spot. There
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we received a ticket of $40.00. Our friend was wondered why not
$38.00, because this was normally the penalty. His explanation
was perhaps it was because of our Quebec license plate. But, |
knew that it was a punishment from my Lord.

Three days later, our neighbor informed us that there was a
big sale ( 50% off ) in a second hand clothing store here in
Montreal. We could not resist the temptation. It was full in the
parking lot. Just about to give up, we spotted somebody leaving a
parking space. Without any hesitation, we parked our vehicle
there. Brother had no interest in wearing this type of clothing and
so he stayed in the car. We spent long hours searching for brand
new second hand clothing and finally sister-in-law found
something valuable. It was a brand new vest still with the original
price tag on it. She rushed to inform brother of her finding. They
both came back but sister-in-law was disappointed because
brother did not like the vest. He returned to the vehicle and saw a
parking ticket placed on the windshield. It was another $40.00. He
then noticed that there was a fire hydrant on the wall (we always
believed that we could find fire hydrant only on the ground ).

Back home when the children became aware of what had
happened, they all said that | should go and repay the lobster
money immediately. Otherwise, it could be a never ending
predicament.

It was a snowy day at the end of the year. That did not stop us
from going back to the supermarket. We told the manager the
purpose of our coming. He was busy and requested us to wait.
About half an hour later when he came back, the manager was
very surprised to see us still there waiting. Before sending us
home, he said that there was no need for us to pay because the
lobsters were now a Christmas gift. We were relieved and grateful
that this matter was finally settled.

67



LERS>F

These experiences had taught me a valuable lesson. From
then on, whenever there is suffering and punishment, | will reflect
if I have any wrongdoings in my thoughts and deeds. If there are
any, | will then prey for God’s mercy. A valuable lesson will always
bring me a step closer to Lord. Often many think that God will
only punish His followers. This is a naive belief because God is for
all and is almighty. We will reap what we have sown. We must
confess and repent our sins.

Many always think that once Jesus is accepted as their
master, they will be blessed. Whenever they face hardship or are
having obstacles in life, they will complain. They do not realize
that it is because of their sin. They do not confess and eventually
they lose faith.

Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden. It was
because of their sins. God was no longer with them. They felt
insecure. Their living was harsh. We must know that teaching and
discipline are love from our Lord. As stated in Hebrew, chapter 12
verse 7-11, Paul stressed that God loves us as His children and so
discipline us as His children. Children are taught by their father
because they are being loved. Discipline always comes with
misery and sadness. However, once we are tempered, there
comes joy and maturity. Our faith will become firm and
unshakable. Our bond with our Father will be solid.

I All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful \
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training |

| in righteousness, so that the man of God may |

| be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

\ 2 Timothy 3:16-17
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