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MY LIFE JOURNEY AFTER TAIWAN

By Pastor Jane Yang

There have been a few significant events in my life which have had an
enormous impact on my future. Definitely, among those important was “I
encountered Jesus and accepted Him as my Saviour.” This became a turning point
for me. From that time on | looked at life from a totally different perspective.
Knowing God was a long and winding path but He was and is always by my side.
Let me take this opportunity to share this journey with you.

FROM COMFORT TO DISAPPOINTMENT

My brother and | were raised in an upper middle class family with a so called
religious background of polytheism worshipping multi-gods and goddess. My
father was a pharmacist and mother was a full time housewife. | was a dentist and
my brother was in college but had to serve in military. He had just finished his
military service when we were in the process of immigrating to Argentina.

Before leaving our home country, my parents discussed how many gods
(statues) we had to bring along. Mother suggested that we should invite just one
because he would be attentive and loyal to us. While father argued that more gods
would give us more blessings and be more helpful when problem arose. Therefore
the decision was made and we packed up all the statues and placed them in his
hand luggage.

In February 1974, we started our immigrant journey. Our itinerary included a
day stay in Hong Kong followed by another day of visit to Tokyo. Subsequently
we took a very long haul flight to Buenos Aires. Upon our landing, we were shock
to see that, in our opinion, it was a very primitive city. There was a huge
discrepancy of what we expected and the reality we encountered. Our reaction was
a total despair. We felt great anxiety concerning our future in this country. We
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now understood and sympathized with other people deemed to be part of a
“diaspora”.

Within about a week of our landing, a founding member of the Chinese
Christian Church in Buenos Aires, Madame Chau Wan Man, paid us a visit. She
invited us, the entire family to go to her church. So, on the following Sunday, we
arrived at an Argentinean church door the first time. | remembered the beautiful
hymn touch my heart and | reacted with tears of joy. It was a wonderful experience.
From then on, it became routine that every Sunday, Madame Chau would come
and drive us to the church, followed by a visit to the Rose Garden in the afternoon.
Her hospitality and kindness were well received by us but our stubbornness kept
the gospel out of our heart.

SETTLING IN ARGENTINA

President Chang implemented a series of economic reform once he took
power in the 1974, the year we immigrated to Argentina. These reforms caused
real estate prices to soar. Our house was no exception to this. We sold the house in
1973 but the transaction was completed in February 1974. Within this brief period,
the price of our house rose two times. It would be extremely difficult to own a
property again If ever we wanted to move back to Taiwan,. Our savings lost almost
half of their value due to these circumstances.

Meanwhile, Argentinean President Perron returned to power for about a year
when we became immigrants. He was from the working class and his policies were
mainly for the benefit of the lower and ordinary people. However, President
Perron’s regime created an economic and social situation that forced most citizens
to either purchase houses or faced great difficulty in renting a place. As immigrants,
it would be even harder for us to find a proper flat to stay. Therefore, this led us to
the only option - to acquire a house. At the same time we realized that there was no
return of the home country from then on.
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My dentistry profession was not being recognized in the new country.
Without a doubt, this caused me to experience a new low point in life. Nonetheless;
| had to survive and faced the challenge. | searched for any job, and ended up
being a sewing machine operator. After one month on the sewing machine, |
switched to being a knitter. My inexperience at operating a knitting machine often
embarrassed me in front of my co-workers. | felt ridiculed and humiliated, and
because of my ego, | was not able to cry out loud, but “had tears flow directly into
the stomach “, (a Chinese expression for being in a state of extreme sorrow).

The passing of President Perron in 1974 caused political and economic
turmoil in Argentina. Inflation rate was running very high. The peso was devalued
from $1.00US - 12 pesos to $1.00US - 500 pesos. Bank was paying 22% interest
on our savings. Father believed that he could become a millionaire in a few years
time. However; his believe had no meaning in reality, because at maturity, he was
not allowed to withdraw his savings. Also, the high cost of living made life
difficult for all of the people. Due to this frustrating situation, father became sick
and had to stop working. After a while, citizens were allowed to withdraw their
money from the bank. We decided to use the remaining savings to purchase our
second property. This was an industrial building for our knitting contractor
business. With a mortgage rate of 26%, the monthly payment was a burden for the
five of us. In order to keep up with the mortgage payments, we had to work day
and night for six days a week. Sometimes, we would hire a couple of workers so as
to lighten our work load. This hard work was our way of life for about four years.

Two years after the death of President Perron, in 1976, the political and
economical situation in the country had improved and was stabilized. The peso had
gained in value, with an exchange rate of $1.00US - 250 pesos. We believed that it
was time for us to live mortgage free; therefore, we paid off both the mortgage on
the house and the factory building with our remaining savings. We still had some
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savings left, and our living improved at that time. Nonetheless, hard work was still
a way of life for us.

The first two years in Argentina, we would go to the church on an occasional
basis. When Madame Chau called, we would respond by attending the Sunday
Service; otherwise, we would stay home and relax. Therefore, we were termed “the
on-call friends”.

NEGATIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE CHURCH

In 1976, we had a relative immigrated to Buenos Aires, Argentina. He started
searching for work and at the same time, desired to purchase a business so as to
become self employed. The church Deacon, Mr. Bin ran two businesses, a
Laundromat and a supermarket (co-owned). He was planning to immigrate to the
United States. So he approached our relative and persuaded him to acquire his two
businesses. Our relative came to my father for advice. Father suggested that he
should observe the Deacon’s businesses for about a week’s time. This would
enable him to make a good evaluation of the investment, and determined a fair
price. After that we did not hear any news about this matter. However, we felt
some extraordinary things must have happened because Mr. Bin did not show his
usual enthusiasm toward us. We had the feeling of being rejected in the church.

Shortly after, a friend from the church conveyed to me a comment made by
the Deacon’s wife, Mrs. Bin. She supposedly said that “Jane had a psychological
problem because she was an old virgin “. Without verifying the statement, my
Immediate reaction was extreme anger. | could not imagine a person taking such an
important position in that church would make such a defamatory remark. Since this
church did not have any leading Pastor, the duty of preaching the sermons rested
on the Deacons. They took turn doing the job every week. We commented that If
they could go to heaven after death, surely we also could get in as well. From that
day on, we decided not to enter this church despite several entreaties from Madame
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Chau. Nevertheless, her family and ours remained close after this incident.

| HAD A DREAM
With a lot of hard work, in four years, our knitting contractor business

became quite stable. Therefore, in the beginning of 1978, | felt that it was the right
moment for me to go back to my original work, and pursued my dentistry career. |
wanted to make good use of the six years of training in Dentistry College in
Taiwan. Thus my plan was to go to wherever | could practice instead of staying in
Buenos Aires and wasting my youth. I thought that | should first go to the United
States, either to further the dentistry studies or to work in a hospital or dentist
office. This would allow me to obtain some experience that could pave the way for
my return to Taiwan to begin my dentistry profession. My first step was to send
out applications for admission to US dentistry colleges. As | was taught previously,
in order to have blessings from the gods and had the positive result, | prayed and
practiced a type of traditional worship and ritual. This was done every day by
throwing two pieces of small rectangular wood on the floor. The wood was crafted
with good fortune writing on one side and negative symbols on the other. The
result was always good for some days and negative for others. | had hope some
days and despair at other times. My mood went up and down like a yo-yo. This
state continues for about half a year, and | eventually gave up the practice
altogether.

| was indecisive for another six months. Then one evening as | was just about
to go to sleep, Madame Chau’s words came to my mind. She always said that Jesus
was the only real God while the others were idols and devils. | talked to this real
God for the first time: “if you are real, please lead me out of Argentina and | will
follow you”. God responded that night to me in a dream. | heard a loud voice
saying “GETHSEMANE?”; it was echoed a few times loud and clear. Next morning,
with this name still fresh in mind, | tried to understand its meaning. It might be a
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name for a mountain, or a place in China, or who knew. | started getting frustrated
and blamed God for not providing help but rather confusing my life further by
telling me a meaningless word. After a while, | became more rational than
emotional. If | was talking to this supposedly real “God “, He should respond and
the information of His word should be available in the Bible.

MY BIBLE

| started searching for the meaning from the only Bible | had at home. This
Bible came to me with an interesting past. Many years ago, my grandfather leased
one of his properties to a group of western missionaries, for the purpose of setting
up a church. My cousin was living in the neighboring house and would attend the
Sunday Service each week. She obtained a copy of the King James English-
Chinese Bible for me. After a quick glance at it, | placed this Bible on the book
shelf for many years. Also on the shelf was a Mormon bible which | received when
I was attending University. There was a time when | almost became a Mormon
follower. Strong opposition from my parents prevented me from being baptized.
Their argument was that a Mormon could only marry from his or her own group.
This practice would reduce the chance of getting married. Also, | learned from the
other source that once a person became a Mormon, it would be extremely difficult
for him or her to change religion at a future time. In 1974, while packing our
luggage, for no particular reason, I chose the King James copy and left the
Mormon bible behind. Now I realized that one day God wanted me to read His
words from this Bible instead of the others.

THE DREAM COULD NOT COME will be scattered’. But after | have been
raised, | will go before you to Galilee”. Peter answered and said to Him, “Even if
all are made to stumble because of You, | will never be made to stumble.” Jesus
said to him, “Assuredly, | say to you that this night, before the rooster crows, you

54



will deny Me three times.” Peter said to Him, “Even if | have to die with You, |
will not deny You” And so said all the disciples. Then Jesus came will be
scattered’. But after | have been raised, | will go before you to Galilee”. Peter
answered and said to Him, “Even if all are made to stumble because of You, | will
never be made to stumble.” Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, | say to you that this
night, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” Peter said to Him,
“Even if | have to die with You, | will not deny You” And so said all the disciples.
Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples,
“Sit here while I go and pray over there.” And He took with Him Peter and the two
sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. Then He
said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and
watch with Me.” He went a little further and fell on His face, and prayed, saying,
“O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as | will,
but as You will.” Then He came to the disciples and found them asleep, and said to
Peter, “What? Could you not watch with Me one hour?” “Watch and pray, lest you
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again, a
second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O Father, if this cup cannot pass
away from Me unless I drink it, You will be done.” And He came and found them
asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. So He left them, went away again, and
prayed the third time, saying the same words. Then He came to His disciples and
said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and
the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.”

Now | wondered why this God had sent me a message when He did not even
listen to the prayer from His only Son, Jesus. Why would He respond to my
request? | interpreted this to mean that | would have to stay and live in Buenos
Aires. Within a very short period of time, | started worshipping other gods and
statues again since | only found despair from this so called “Real God”. | remained
hopeful that these other gods would bless me one day. In June 1979, | started to
understand that the chance of going to the United States were quite remote because
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without any admission from a US university, | would not be able to apply for an I-
20 visa.

The University of Southern California had a dentistry program which was
specially set up for foreign students. They charged US$20,000.00 for tuition fees
and living expenses amounted to US$10,000.00 per year. | had little savings. There
were no scholarships. The US government did not permit foreign students and
foreigners to work; therefore, working part time for a hospital or dental clinic was
not an option. Father was not in the position to be able to support me since he had
used up almost all his savings on the acquisition of the two properties. All the
doors of going to the United States were closed. Now I realized that what the “Real
God “had already foretold me half a year ago.

ACCEPTING JESUS AS MY SAVIOUR

At that moment, | talked to Jesus and accepted Him as my one and only God.
| opened up myself to Him as my master. However, I still had a strong desire to
leave Buenos Aires. Since going to the US was no longer an option, returning to
Taiwan would then be my only choice. Perhaps, | might become very wealthy
there, but knowing God would be extremely difficult in Taiwan where many gods
and idols were commonly worshipped.

| was a firm believer of fate. The message “GETHSEMANE “, my real God
had sent convinced me that | would have to continue living in Argentina. From
then on, my perceptions on my life changed dramatically. | viewed Argentineans
as warm and friendly, rather than ignorant and disgusting. Their architecture and
horticulture, in my eyes, evolved from “messy” to orderly and impressive. My
changed altitude was reflected in my new-found positive observations of my
surroundings.

(To be continued)

*| am always available for further discussion on this part of my biography.
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