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SERMON ON JOHN 1:1-14—
THE CHRISTMAS MIRACLE

Chia-Hsing Wu

Christmas is coming; well, actually we should say that Christmas has
come nearly two thousand years ago. How do you think of Christmas?

Some people believe or tend to believe that Christmas is a season for
miracles. We can see that from many of the themes in Christmas movies
playing on TV each year. One of my favourite films is Miracle on 34"
Street, written by George Seaton. It is a make-believe story, but it
certainly touches some theological grounds about believing. [ am not
talking about believing the existence of Santa Claus, but believing the
existence of something or someone even you don’t have any proof. The
function of miracles is to support or enhance our believing. Like the last
scene of the movie, the miracle happened when Susan saw the picture on
the postcard she received from Kris became a reality; her belief that Kris
is Santa is enhanced.

I have the similar experience: I grew up in Taiwan, a subtropical
climate country. I never saw snow before I came abroad to study in the
United States, but I believed the existence of snow for I saw it and heard
about 1t from books, TV, and other media. I still remember the first time I
saw snow in South Dakota. That was quite an exciting experience to me. |
can see it, touch it, and even taste it. Snow became a reality to me!!

The apostle John has seen the miracle of Christmas and he wants to
tell the story of what Christmas is really about: Jesus, the Word of God,
becomes flesh and lives among us.

When we think of the Christmas story, we tend to think of the
accounts in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. We remember the
shepherds, the angel chorus, the star, the wise men from the east, Mary
and Joseph. These are the Christmas stories in Matthew and Luke. The
apostle John’s account of Christmas is a little different. He doesn’t



mention the historical circumstances of the birth of Jesus Christ. He tells
us about who Jesus was and what He did before He entered our world as a
little baby, as he takes us back to the beginning to show us that Jesus had
no beginning. He’s report goes behind creation to show that the baby,
born to a virgin in Bethlehem, and laid in a manger, was the Creator of
the world.

The Identity of Jesus: God, Clothed in Human Flesh

“What Child Is This” lying in the manger? When we take the first
three verses with the first part of fourteenth: “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him

nothing was made that has been made...And the Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us” (NIV), we know John identifies Him as
Jesus Christ, Almighty God, the Creator, who clothed in human flesh.

John uses a term that was meaningful to both Jews and Greeks to
introduce Jesus: “the Word.” “The Word” is the translation of the Greek
word logos, which was used by the various Greek and Roman
philosophical schools to denote “reason.” Greeks used this term to mean
the rational principle that governs all things. But, Jews used it as a way of
referring to God. In the Old Testament, the expression, “the word of
God,” denotes “God 1n action.” And, the references can be found in three
primary activities—creation, revelation, and deliverance.” For instance, in
Genesis 1:3 we read “God said, let there be light, and there was light.”
Over and over we read that God spoke, and things were created. Similarly,
in Psalms 33:6, we read, “By the word of the Lord were the heavens made,
their starry host by the breath of his mouth.” The expression, “the word of
God,” denotes God 1n action in creation.

It also denotes God in action in revelation. When God spoke to the
prophets and gave them His message, the Bible frequently says that “the

TF. F. Bruce, The Gospel of John (Grand Rapids: Eerdman’s, 1983), 29; George R. Beasley-Murray, John
(Dallas: Word of Publishing, 1989), 24.
2 Bruce, The Gospel of John, 29.



word of the Lord came” to the prophet. And so, as the psalmist says, God
“revealed his word to Jacob, his laws and decrees to Israel.” (Psalm
147:19). “The word of God” denotes God in action in revelation,
revealing His message to His people.

And, “the word of God” also denotes God in action in delivering His
people. For instance, one time when some people were sick and were
crying out to God for help, the Bible says that God “sent forth his word
and healed them; he rescue them from the grave.” (Psalm 107:20).

Therefore, in this opening prologue, John tells us exactly who Jesus
was, and what He came to do: He was “God in action,” who came to
create for us new life, to reveal God to us, and to deliver us from our sins.
Jesus Is The Creator, the Giver of Life and the Light

John writes, in verse 1, that this Word—Jesus—was with God; and

more than that, He was God. Before anything existed, He was already
there. This baby whose birth we celebrate is none other than the Second
Person of the Trinity, the One we call “God the Son.” This baby who
entered our world at Christmastime really was God.

We cannot fully grasp the concept of Trinity. Yet, that is how the
Bible presents God. It was a mystery. And this “Word,” this Second
Person of the Trinity, left heaven’s glory, and entered our world as a baby.
John describes that event with this beautiful phrase, “The Word became
flesh, and made his dwelling among us.” How can it be that the eternal
God took on human flesh, became like us and dwelt among us? It was a
miracle!

Let’s look again at verses 3-4 and 12-13: “Through him all things
were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him
was life, and that life was the light of men...Yet to all who received him,
to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God” (NIV). Jesus is the Creator. As apostle
Paul says in Colossians 1:16-17, “For by him all things were created:
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or



powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together” (NIV). Jesus is
both the Creator and Sustainer of all things. And, Jesus gave life to the
human race. He came to the world to re-create men and women, to give
life to those who receive Him, believe Him. He gave them right to

become children of God.

John also describes the coming of Jesus Christ as light shining in
the darkness: “The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not
understood it” (v. 5, NIV). As the light, Jesus shines into the darkness, and
those who have not yet received Him are still in the dark and cannot
understand Him.

Many people today do not comprehend the real meaning of
Christmas, for the world in general has no place for Christ. In verses 6-8
we read that even John the Baptist’s testimony was clear, the world still
cannot understand Christ Jesus. The word, “understand” is also translated
as “overcome,” (ESV) or “extinguish” (NLT), or “put it out” (ISV). It can
mean, “to grasp with the mind and so to comprehend,” or “to grasp with
the hand and so to overcome or destroy.” John suggests that the darkness
cannot ultimate put out the light because light is more powerful than
darkness. Light and darkness are recurring themes in the Gospel of John.
People can only choose one or the other, but not both.

Jesus Christ is the creator, the Giver of Life and, the Light.
Unfortunately, verses 9-11 reveal that He is often ignored or even rejected:
“The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the
world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his
own did not receive him” (NIV). There has always been a great divide in
the human race. The majority has never recognized Jesus for who He
really is. When He came the first time, Herod hated Him, the scribes
ignored Him, and there was no room for Him in the inn. Only the

3 Gary M. Burge, “John,” in The NIV Application Commentary, ed. Terry Muck (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
2000), 56.



shepherds and the wise men, the poor and the foreigners, welcomed Him.
Not much has changed today as we see Christmas slipping from our
cultural discourse. He came to the world He created; He came home to
His own people. Yet, the world ignores Him and His own people reject
Him.

However, God never withdraws His love from the world and His
people. He always welcomes those who receive and believe Him, and
give them privilege of becoming His children: “Yet to all who received
him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God” (v. 12). It is a gift—totally of God’s grace and never a
human achievement, as it is written in verse 13, being a child of God is
“born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but
of God” (ESV).

How can it be that God gives us the privilege of becoming a
member of His family only if we believe and receive Christ Jesus? It was
a miracle!!

Jesus Is The Revealer

Jesus does not just come to re-create us and bring us to Himself, He
becomes one of us and reveals God to us. “The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (v. 14,
NIV). Because of Jesus’ birth, because of the incarnation of God, because
the Word became flesh, God is present in all of His splendour and glory.

Jesus became a man to show us God. He did not just appear to be
human, He became flesh. He is the visible, touchable, knowable “Word”
of God. How can it be that the all-powerful, all-knowing, all-present God
of all creation was born as a helpless child in Bethlehem for you and me?
It was a miracle!!!

The apostle John has seen the miracle of Christmas, he has
personally heard, seen, looked at, and touched the Word of life (cf. 1 John
1:1). He has seen it and testifies to it and writes it down so that we “may



believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that by believing [we]
may have life in his name” (John 20: 31, NIV).
The miracle of Christmas has happened and still happens today in
the heart that will believe and receive it. Will you believe and receive it?
“The Miracle of Christmas” by steven Curtis Chapman
“A child is born tonight in Bethlehem
His mother holds him close and sings a sweet lullaby
All the world is sleeping unaware that God himself has come in the night
The shepherds tremble as the angels sing
And in their song the voice of God speaks peace to the world
A miracle has happened, God has come and God has spoken
But the miracle has only just begun
And the God who spoke is speaking still
And the God who came still comes
And the miracle that happened still happens in the heart that will believe
And we see (receive) the miracle of Christmas
So come to Bethlehem again and see
The One who's come to rescue us, our Saviour and King
Bring your past, the joy, the sorrow, all your hope to find tomorrow
And hear the words again, fear not and know that God is near
For the God who spoke is speaking still
And the God who came still comes
And the miracle that happened still happens in the heart that will believe
And receive the miracle of Christmas
Believe the miracle of Christmas
Will you believe?”

Ve N\
/]F(our God so loved the world that he gave his one
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Merry Christmas
&
Happy New Year
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