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MY LIFE JOURNEY AFTER
TAITWAN

By Pastor Jane Yang
Translated by Stanley Kwan

A Head-On Blow and a Calling

At the end of February 1987, mother and I returned to
work in Buenos Aires from a vacation in Taiwan. One day, a
customer walked in and saw me. He started teasing my nieces,
saying that it was their turn for a vacation. The eldest one
replied by saying that they were broke because I had spent all
their money in Taiwan. I could hardly comprehend her response.
Perhaps they were only teenagers, but the statement was hurtful
and it was a head-on blow. I was disappointed and became
resentful. At the age of 43, getting married was not my priority,
let alone having children at this stage. My nieces would be the
sole beneficiaries of my belongings and wealth after I passed
away. Would they be thankful and remember my kindness? I
did not know; then why should I be so thrifty while I was living.

From that day on, I became more spiritual. Instead of
working hard, studying Bible became my priority.

In the summer camp at the beginning of the following year,
I met two Elders from the US. They were our leading pastoral
workers at the camp. One day, I had an opportunity to talk to
one of the Elders, Elder Chen. The conversation was on how to

better study the Bible. I explained to him that my circumstances
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did not allow me to study full time in the seminary. Elder Chen
encouraged me to do self-learning. The first step is, to read the
Bible once, from the beginning to the end. This would allow me
to have a concept of its content. Following that, there should be
a detailed study of the Bible, without reading any reference
books. This way my understanding would not be affected by
other interpretations. Then do a second detailed study but this
time include other reference books. In the situation when my
understanding was different or in direct contradiction with the
others ( reference books ), Elder Chen suggested me to consult
with the other brothers, sisters, and pastoral workers in the
church. This should help me to eliminate a lot of confusion.
Finally, praying for God’s direction would also help to clarify

any misunderstanding.

Elder Chen’s suggestion reminded me of the Taiwanese
Education Minister Wang Yun Wu. He was only educated to
primary school level, but his determination and self-study led
him to the highest position in the Taiwan Education Ministry. I
believed I could learn from Minister Wang. I followed in his
footsteps. However, after a while, I lost my perseverance. Free
time for me was never enough. I was always pre-occupied by
the store business. Often, I was tired. Still, my interest in
attending the seminary never subsided. My financial situation
did not allow me to go to study in either Taiwanese or US
seminaries. Staying in Argentina, my Spanish language was my
biggest handicap. Despite the fact that I could manage to
engage in the daily conversation, my Spanish was not sufficient
to attend a seminary here. My circumstance was such that I

could hardly find any peace at the bottom of my heart.

In March, Pastor Lin spent a month in our church. He
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came from Hong Kong. One day, I got an opportunity to invite
him to lunch in our house. My intention was to consult with
him if it was God’s calling for me to attend the seminary. I
always believed that God would perfectly arrange one’s
livelihood if He calls upon someone to serve Him. I also wanted
brother and sister-in-law to be there since they might know
more and could provide me some assistance if I decided to
proceed with my studies. To my disappointment, they did not
even stay at the table after lunch. I explained to Pastor Lin the
situation and my interest in attending a seminary. He assured
me that it was Lord’s calling. His suggestion was to study in
Argentina. He saw my Spanish as sufficient for proper
schooling. I found it ridiculous for Pastor Lin to say so because
he only heard the conversation between me and my niece. He
continued to encourage me to put forward an application for the

seminary. Finally, I followed his advice.
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SOUTH SHORE CHINESE ALLIANCE CHURCH

598 Bellevue N., Greenfield PK, QC J4V 1C8

Eih: 514-833-1818

#84k: http://www.southshorecac.org
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