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For to us a'child s borm,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be
ow his shoulders.
Awnd he will be called Wwonderful Counselor,
Mighty cod, Bverlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. (isatah 9:6)
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MY LIFE JOURNEY AFTER TAIWAN

By Pastor Jane Yang
Translated by Stanley Kwan

TITHE

After the departure of Pastor Xu, most of us became
confused, lost and weak in Christian faith.

Nonetheless, for over two years, we were visited by
Pastors from other churches. Coincidentally, their sermons
were on “ TITHES “. Since this was a sensitive topic, Pastors,
Elders, brothers and sisters did not emphasize on this decree,
rather they encouraged each other to offer according to his or
her willingness. It was all on the voluntary basis. My family had
taken a “laisser-faire” attitude for many years. | remembered
the conversation | had with my mother on tithing; she would
ask me if the God we were worshipping would bless us more
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whenever we offered more. | interpreted her meaning as never
mind about the tithes. However, after Pastor Xu’s resignation,
mother had changed her opinion. Once, we discussed the topic
of tithing, mother responded by saying that “perhaps we should
respect this Christian decree”.

At about the same time, | had the opportunity to read the
Book of Malachi again. God’s words in Chapter 3, verse 7 — 12
was particularly moving. It wrote “ 7 Ever since the time of your
forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have
not kept them. Return to me, and | will return to you “, says the
Lord Almighty. “ But you ask, * How are we to return ? * 8 “ Will
a man rob God ? Yet you rob me. “ But you ask, * How do we rob
you ? ‘ “In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse — the
whole nation of you — because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the
whole tithe into the store house, that there may be food in my
house. Test me in this, “ says the Lord Almighty, “ and see if |
will not throw open the flood gates of heaven and pour out so
much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. “ | will
prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your
fields will not cast their fruit, “ says the Lord Almighty. 12 “ Then
all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful
land, “ says the Lord Almighty. This scripture caused me anxiety
and a sense of guilt. It gave me a clear signal that my family
should respect this tithing command. With mother’s consent, |
started our offerings accordingly.

Amazing thing happened about a month later. When | did
our income statement; | noticed that there was a surprise
improvement in our net income. We had a significant increase
of 50%. | could not comprehend this result. Perhaps it was a
coincidence, or due to the reduced purchases in the earlier
month. | attempted to find a reason to dispute the correlation
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between our tithe givings and the increase in our net income.
But it did not matter because every week | continued to make
the same offerings. Eventually, | understood that with God'’s
Blessing, our shop was less frequented by the Argentinean and
Gypsy pilferers, and those on the black list, Amount of the
stolen merchandises were reduced drastically. For us, there was
no doubt that it was our Lord who had fulfilled His promise and
stopped these pests from coming into our field. Lord’s Blessing
on us continued.

Throughout these vyears, | had listened to numerous
testimonies on the tithes and offerings. Let me share with you
in the following the two real life experience:

It was in the 60’s in Taiwan, there was a public servant
earned about $1,000.00 a month. His wife was a Christian. She
was always encouraged to respect the tithing decree. However,
she thought that it was a joke because her whole family could
hardly get by with the one income of $1,000.00. Occasionally,
she had to borrow in order to make it through the month. It
was barely enough, never mind about the tithes. However, after
the continue encouragement from the other brothers and
sisters, this public servant’s wife finally took the first step to
offer according to the tithing decree. In the following month,
she could hardly believe that there was a saving of $100.00. The
wife went through her journal and realized that it was due to
the fact that no family members fell ill in the previous month.
So it was a saving on the medical expense.

After becoming a Christian, the peddler respected the
decree and tithed throughout the years. God’s Blessing led him
to first, own his store and later, his factory. One day, he realized
that his offerings were of a significant amount. This rich brother

went to see his Pastor, perhaps to be able to find a way
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to reduce the amount of giving. Looking worrisome, the Pastor
thought that this brother might encounter either personal or
business problem. He replied by saying that it would be difficult
for him to respect the decree because the amount was
unbearable. He was grudged of tithing. Pastor told him that it
was quite easy to handle the situation. The church would pray
for God’s understanding so that the brother could offer happily
and willingly. This brother immediately understood the meaning
behind the Pastor’s answer.

A simple analogy is that Christians are the citizens of the
Kingdom of God ( Philippians 3:20 ). Their job is to further its
interest by teaching ( Romans 10:14 ), witnessing ( Mathew
28:19-20 ) and providing a place for worshipping, literature and
items that can help others to grow into Christ. God provides
income to those participating in the pastoral and missionary
works through tithes and offerings from the Christians. Similarly
we pay our share of taxes to our government because they are
providing us all kind of social benefits; they build the country’s
infrastructure and facilities for us to use. Again, we shall never
forget our Lord creates this world for us to habit. He gives us
our daily life; He blesses us; His grace is abundant. Should we
ignore His decree?

In order to nurture my nieces to respect the tithing, | asked
them for the church offering whenever they received their work
pay. | continued this practise till they got married. In the
beginning they might have hard feeling, but after a while my
nieces were accustomed to the amount of giving.

Thank the Lord for His Blessing upon them.
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